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The Captives Com " tint, 
the Priſoners Pl _ 


Oraſmuch as it hath pleaſed the in- 
In comprehenlible wiſe God ( who 
made Heaven and Farth,and all thar 

is therein) to create man, and ſer 

him apart for his own ſervice, worlhi up and 
plory, as the .molt competent Creature, 
whereby ro®dvance his glorious; dreadful} 
Name over all his Creatures upon the 
Earth, oxer whom he gave man dominion; 
and for the betrer ruling and governing 
his Creatures, and worthipping and glo- 
rifying himſelf, (the Author and Creator 
»f all ) he hath indued man with Reaſon 
nd Underſtanding, .and infuſed into him 
a Principle of his own Life, and ſtamped, or 
{et his own Image in him, thereby to beau- 
rifie his Creature man, giving him domi- 
nion, power,: and [i iberty over all that he 
; bad made, both the Fruits of the Farth, 
and every Creature moving thereon; the 
. AL F i{hes 
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Fiſhes of the Sea, and the Fowls of the 
Air, and every Creature moving therein, 
ſave onely of the Tree of Knowledge of 


Good and Evil, he was not to eat : Nowl 


the Serpent being more ſubtil, then all the 
Beaſts of the field did infinuate if ſelf into 
the affeRions of the woman, and having 
got room in the weaker Veſlel, did induce 
both the man and the woman through 
feigned ſmoothes words (ard not by direR 
oppoſition, mark that) into diſobedience 
to the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, 
whoſe image they then loft, by the Ser- 
pents transformation ; who raiſed the dil- 
corgented, aſpiring, {elf-ſeekps principle, 
that deſired to be equal with God, which 
they ſoon received, and obeyed z thereby 
lofing the happy, blefled, and good eſtate 
in which he was placed, and thereby fell 
into the knowledge of Evil, and- naked 
miſerable eſtate with God, being tranſs 
formed into the image of the Serpent, was 
captivared inthe Curſe, aud ſo came to be 
driven out of the Garden of Zaen, (in 
which he was placed ) and to be fenced 
out from the Tree of Lite, and from the 
Preſence of the Lord in that ſtate for 
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And becauſe the Serpent had done this; 
the Lord. curſed it above all Cattel, and 
W every Beaſt of the Field, and put enmi- 
owl ty between irs ſeed, and the Seed of the 
beW woman, ſaying, The Womans Seed ſhall 
tO break its Head, and it ſhonld bruiſe his 
ng Heel; fſothe Enmity being placed berween 
ce i the Seeds, the warfare was begun, which 
ph Bf ever ſince hath continued through the Ge- 
a rerations of mankind ; and hence the 
ce | ſtriving between the Twins inthe womb 
b, comes to be known; and the Elected and 
I- & Reprobated Seed is known 3 and the Seed 
!- © of the Bond-woman, and the Seed of the 
e,  Free-woman is known ; and the Fleſhly 
h I Birth perſecucing that which 1s born of 
Y I the Spirit is known; and the Promiſe of the 
Ee WF Lord to the Seed of the woman is known, 
il and fulfilled in thoſe that witneſs the Se- 
d WW cond 4dam, the Lord from Heaven to be 
- WW come 3 and the Seed of the Covenant is 
S © known to ſuch, in which all the Nations of 
e iſ the Earth is bleſſed ; and bleſſed and happy 
1 FF are they that are apprebended, and over- 
1 Y comes in this Seed; for they ſhall again 
- come to eat of the Tree of Lite, that 1s 
inthe widilt of the Paradice of God, and 
their names ſhall be written in the Book 
A3 of 
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of the Life of the Lamb, from henceforth 
and for ever. 

It being my aim and intent at this time 
to preſent unto publick view, and to the 
manifefted Light, and Judgment of all pi- 
ous and ſober men, not onely my diſ- 
cent , tate, and condition from my child- 
hood, but rather my eſtate and condition 
in Spirit, in all the gentle leadings, draw- 
ings, and carryings on of my ſoul, by the 
Lord, from the day of the diſpenſation 
of the tender Mercy and Love of God, 
(by his Light diſpenſed, and made known 
1n me) unto this preſent day of my ſuffer- 
ins for his Name and. Goſpel 3 and al. 
fo to give a Relation of the ground and 
cauſe of my Sufferings, the Perſon by 
whom, and che manner how, with a bre- 
viate of my Teſtimony, and Judgment 1n 
rhe matters of this Treatiſe, in as much 
breviry as poſlible, whereby to clear my 
Conſcience ( and anſwer the witneſs 1n 
others) 1n the ſight of God. 
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A S for my diſcent (to ſpeak after the 
£ & manner of men) I ſprang of mean if 
(though honeſt) Parents according to the 
ficſh, my Father being a Husbandman in 
the 
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he County of Cmberland, I (according 
ro his pleaſure) was educated ſometimes at 
School, ſometime with Herding, and tend- 
ins of Sheep, or Cattel, ſometime with 
the Plow, Carr, or Threſhing-Inſtrument, 
or other lawfull Labours, according to the 
manner of that part of the County in: 
which I lived ; yer ſuch was the Love and 
fender Mercy of the Lord, (who alwayes 
had reſpe& unto the meek and lowly in 
heart, and dwells with the contrire and 
humble in ſpirit, and thews kindneſs and 
mercy to them of low degree ) that he 
was pleaſed co. viſic me with his everlaſting 
Love, which often preſenced unco me my 
ſtare and manner of life, and by the ſame 
Love and Light he made kn--iwn unto me, 
that his Way and Worſhip was a Purer, ho» 
lier Way, and cleaner Life, then yet I had 
attained unto, and withal gave metro ſee 
the evils, and miſerable effects of that ſtate 
and condition in which I lived according 
to the Faſhions, Cuſtoms, Wayes and 
Worſhips of the formal World, which ſe- 
cret drawings | felt time after time (as 2 
{mall ſtill voice behind my back) obſerve 
this, inwardly calling for righteouſneſs, 
and holineſs of life, and as it were; ſaying, 
A 4 This 
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This ts the Way, walk 1nit , read your own, 
for thus I was induced to ſeek after the 
Lord, and to make further enquiry into 
the Way of God 3 (out of which [ per: 
ceived my ſelf) and then not knowing 
where- the Lord was to be found, noror 
that it was he thar flirred, and drew by bisYar 
Love in me; I gave my ſelf to reading and ſth 
ſearching of the Scriptures,which was then (a 
preached {by the man-made Miniſters, and ar 
alſo generally believed by the people they Em! 
taughc) ro be the Word of God, and the al 
alone way to the Kingdom, and to there 
knowledge of God, his Way, and Wors filef 
ſhip, and believing their Doctrines, I did up 
with much diligence and zeal preſs after dr 
the knowledge of the Scriptures, giving Lc 
up my {elf to hear Sermons, learn Cate- ſl.c 
ciiſms, .5nd the like, aiter the manner and Ffli 
general praiſe taught by the then Prea- ſm 
chers, fometime more ftricke then the an 
reſt, whoſe comlineſs ſeemed to tranſcend vi 
the precedent Generation of Prieſts, and IV 
their way of worſhip ; yet it pleaſed the gr 
Lord not onely inwardly to break my Edr 
reſt in ſpiric, bur allo outwardly to afict Nan 
me with bodily aftliictions, for I was afMidt- Nan 
ed from mv youth up, and from my child- Far 


hood 


in 
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odd the rod of correction was upon me 
inwardly and outwardly; inwardly known 
tomy ſelf alone, and outwardly apparent 


-Mto moſt, or all that knew me after the fleſh; 


ſome concluding I was in a Conſumpri- 
on, ſome in- one diſeaſe, ſomein another; 
aud then by the advice and will of my fa» 
ther (according to the Fleſh) I ſoughe to 
(and proved;) many DoCtors and Phyſici- 
ans, for the reſtoration of the healch of 
my body ; but they (like the Prielts) were 
all Phyſicians of no value, for none did 
remove the cauſe, nor take away the 
effet, which Kill remained with me, and 
upon me, as a motive ſpur, or whip, to 
drive me forward to get an intereſt in the 
Lord who through the riches of bis 
Love did ſpiritually apply my bodily at- 
fictions for the health and Salvation of 
my ſoul, inwardly drawing my affeQions 
and deſires after him, {till preſenting to my 
view, and raiſing in my underſtanding a 
Way more holy, and pure, and more a- 
oreeable to his Will, then the way I was 1n, 


drawing me from one degree of Grace to 


another, and from one Diſpenſation ro 
another, according to his good pleaſure 
and willz then I begin to afteR thoſe (that 
ſeparated 


ro) 

ſeparated from the formal worſhips, an 
publick people) who ſeemed to be a peop 
of more reformed lives, and. judgment; 
and of more circumſpe& converſatio 

and chuſed rather to fet:le and joyn w!l 
thoſe called Indepenaants, who art that da 
was beautifull and glorious to chat gli 

mering twilight eſtate that I was in, the 
being then pretty tender and low ; I ofte' 
adjudged my ſelf inferiour, unworthy, an 
undeſerving the Fellowfhip and Society 
\uch a people ; yet till | preſſed for 
ward deliring to attain unto that ftat 
which was before me, (which by the ey 
of Faith I ſaw) and to apprehend chart fo 
which I was apprehended in the Love « 


God;- yer was [ often toſſed in my felf, lik 


reſtleſs waves in 2 troubled Sea; not fee! 
ing peace nor {tabiliry with the Lord, I of 
ten belought the Lord in ſecret, in th 
brokennefs, and contrition of ſpirit, to clea 
my underſtanding and judgment, and mak 
me to know his one Living Way, Trut 
and Feople ; Sets and Opinions then 7 


another {aying, That 1s che way z3 ONE ſay 


ing, Lo, Chriſt is in this, or bere; ano 


ther ſaying, He is in thar, or there ; thu 
ever! 


bounding , one ſaying, | his is the wayſn 


(11) 
ery Denomination and Judgment con- 
ving, wreſting, and interpreting the 
riptures to their {fundry Tenents, and 
rcins meanings from them to anſwer 


eir Principles, and ro maintain eve- 
t diff of their interpretations as authentick 
plinfruchs ; in all which I was as one without 
theEÞundacion , tofſed with every of their 


indy DoQrines z it {till reſted with: me, 
an was created for Gods plory ; I being 
er and anon judged and condemned in 
y ſelf for fin and diſobedience, for the 
aw was come, by which is the knowledge 
fin ; and the Commandment being 
pme, fin revived, and I died, and f1n ba- 
ve o8ing as it were wrougat death in me by 
Wart which was good, then fin by the com- 
feeſhandment became exceeding ſinfull ; and 
I offpen was I driven to ſeek for peace night 
n thEnd day, early and late, in publick and 
clearivate Faſtings, or Feaſtings, or Family 
makPevotions, whatſoever, running from one 
ruthYouſe ro another, and from one Town to 
en 4Fnother,from one Aſſembly and Worlhip to 
waynother, even as it were from Sea to Sea, 
 (ayFeking the Word of the Lord, as Amos 
anoÞpid, Amos 8. 12. in all their Sabboths, 
thifle&ures, Humiliations or T hankſgivings, 
diligently 


(12 ) 
diligently obſerving every Ordinance { 
called) in which the Miniſters ſaid Gi 


was to be found, and all to obtain pex 
with my Maker, but it, as it were, f 
from me, and was not to be found amono 
chem; and then this cry was great in m 
O, that Iknew the T ruth ! Oh, that 1 ky 
the True and Living Way to the Kingd 
of God! O, that [ could feel that teſtim 
of Spirit which they ſo much ſpike of, bear 
witneſs with my Spirit, that 1] was in t| 
Souſhip ! though I felt. and knew, I was! 
the way accoiding to their Judgment, ar 
had the ſignal tokens of a Chriſtian, 

they p:oduced from that fpiritual pri 
oreſs and operation the Saints and Se 
vanis ot God went through in Ages Pal 
which was as Way-marks, ſet up byt 


-. 
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Patriarchs, the Prophets, and Children 


Iſrael intheir travel to Cavaaxs, and byt! 
Apoſtles, and Servants of our Lord jel 
Chrit -1in their Spiritual rravel to t 
Heavenly Canaan, through the Regener 
tion and New Birth. 

Burt beins as 1 {aid before, ofcen deep 


humbled before the Lord, and tendre 
and broken in my ſpirit, diſtreſſed in m 
Soul, aflifted in my Body, day and nig 

par 


( 12 
nting and breathing after the Lord, as 
e Hart panteth afcer che water Brooks, 
ing many times deprived of my natural 


Pex | 
- Mt asd ſuſtenance, mine eyes preventing 

10nMe night watches, as David ſaid, watering 
n no Bed wich my tears, being almoſt over- | 


elmed in the Floods, (multitudes of Aft- 
Mions compalling me about, Wars and 
dmmotions on every ſide, Famine, and 
eariWſtilence, and Earthquakes, fearful Sighrs, 
i, td great Signes appearing from Heaven, 
wasWeſc were the beginning of Sorrows, and 
- arf@ys of great. Tribulation;then did the fign 
the coming of the Son of Man appear in 
prac Clouds of Heaven, with Power & great 
Se Wory, whoſe appearance was as the Light» 
We, that appeared from the Eaſt, and_ 
ned unto the Weſt « by which it pleaſed 
en Father to manifelt che Way of Life, 
y cfÞel ©o reveal his Son in me, and by his 
|el_W"* char gives the knowledge of the Glo» 
» el of God in the face of jeſus Chriſt, 
nerf ©7. 4. 6. he was pleaſed to give me a 
mpſe of tha Heavenly Land, and of the 
ay to the Kingdom of God, which I ſaw 
be 1n and through the Light of Chriſt 
Wlus, which ligheth every man that com- 
into the Wotld, as ic was then "_—_ 
c 


I 
ed and teſtified by the Servants of t| 
Lord, a meaſure of which felt in my { 
which told me all that ever Idid, ſ{ecre.: 
condemning every work in me, with ever; 
word and action that was againſt, or ca 
trary tothe mind and will of the Fathe 
and alſo juſtifying every good word al 
work that was according to his will 3 Th 
the Lord having opened my underſtan 
ing, and given me in meaſure a feeling 
bimfeif, I was forced to conclude (ast 
woman of Samaria did) that this was tl 
Chriſt, this was the Way, this was 
Truth, as by daily experience I found! 
the operation of the Light in my 0\ 
heart, compared with the teſtimony ti 
che Saints and Servants of God had giv 
in Ages paſt, and thus in the mouthes 
wo or three witneſſes this Teſtimony v 
eſtabliſhed and confirmed in me, but hc 


co receive and give obedience I knew nz; 


the Enemy often raifing doubts and fe: 
in me, often diſſwadirg me from embrac! 
the Light, with much queſtioning wheth 
it were the Truth yea or nay : Then 
ſoon 2s the Seed, the Man-child appeart 
the Dragon appeared alſo ready to devo 
the Man-child 3 then the Ke.l-Sea was, 


IS) 

were, before, and Pharavh and his Hoſt 
hind, and fear feil on every ſide3 then 
Wppeared Father againſt Son, and Son 
painſt Father, one Nation againſt ano- 
her, and ſtill che greaceſt Enemies were in 
zine. own houſe 3 and then was 1] in great 
itreſs ; then was the dayes of greac Tri- 
lation , perceiving the Way ftrait and 
arrow, being to torſake Father or Mo- 
er, Houſe or Lands, Friends and Rela- 
ons, and all old acquaintances, and calt 
own all Crowns, Dignities, Wiſdom, 
iches, or what other Enjoyments what- 
dever, and deny my ſelf, and become a 
ool, and a Reproach, a Scorn, a By-word, 
da Hiſſing to the men of the World, and 
ke up the Croſs daily,and follow the Lord 
rough great Tribulation, through the 
ed-Sea, through the Wilderneſs, yea, 
en through deathit felf 3 then was I rea=- 
y to faint, and to ſay with them, This 


' as a hard ſaying, who can hear it; then 


e Dragon caſt out Floods after the Man- 
ild, but God prepared a place in the 
ilderneſs, and the Ghild was preſerved ; 
en was the warfare great between the 
WM leth and the Spirit, the Law in my Meme 
ers waring againſt the Law in my Mind ; 

doing 
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doing that which I allowed not, and le: 
ving undone that which I allowed; wit 
my mind I ſerved the Law of God, h 
with my fleſh the Law of Sin ; the Spir 
indeed was willing to drink that bitte 
Cup, bur the Fleſh was weak; then whe 
I would have done good, evil bang pr 
ſent, prevented me; then I becameas or 
deſtitute of all ſuccour, comfort and ſu; 
port, not knowing whether co fly, or ho 
to eſcape from the dreadfull wrath of Ge 
that was then impending over me if I dil 
obeyed; then was I forced in the fulne 
of time, not onely to ſtand ſtill and & 
the Salvation of God, but alſo to refig 
my ſelf into his bleſſed” Will, and ſweerl 
co drink that bitter Cup that was given nf, 
to drink , allowing that che Will of thi 
Lord, and.not my will ſhould be done, b 
irg willing to undergo any thing, fo thi 
Lord be glorifted, and my Soul might 
reſt in peace, being that for which 
bad lorg travelled in Ypirit, having bee 
of:en as it were at the Pits brink, and asit 
were at the mouth of the Furnace, havin 
drunk deep of the Cup of Judgment, and 
of Indignation, and of the Wrath of thi 
Lord for Sin, and for Iniquity, often tra: 

\Eiling 
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ling a5 with my hands 'upon my loyns 

ined, and crying out in my ſoul, as a wo- 
an in travel,that longeth tor the appoint» 
1 hour of her deliverance, often in that 
ate blefling the Lord for the miniſtration 
fcondemnation,which at that day was glo- 
ous to me, often doubting, and fearing in 
y ſelf leſt the Lord ſhould ceaſe ſtriving 
ith me, and have leftme, and given me up 
0 a reprobate mind, and to hardneſs of 
Heart, being often ready todiſpair of obtain- 

ng the promiſed Land, that was before mP, 
onſidering the many lets, impediments, 
BW bruRions, hazards, dangers, which like 
ountains of oppoſition appeared as high 
15the top of Carmi! And thus being aſſault» 
Wd by the Enemy, reaſoning in my ſelf, I was 
Wc a point what to do; to turn back to E* 
gypts the Landof Darkneſs, or Houſe of 
WBondage again, 1 durſt not, knowing the 
WLight in me, the Piller of fire that appeared 
for my Guide, and Leader, led me © anaans 
ward, and knowing the Terrors 8nd Jucg- 
ments of the Lord, «chat bad not onely pai- 
ſed upon me, but was {tl 1mpending over 
me for Fn and diſobedience, becauſe I offer- 
ed nor up freely, nor ſacrificed not freely, 
nor did not foriake all freely, but like 4na- 
" | 
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(18) 
148 and Saphira (though I had parted with 
much yet; would have kept a part back; 
and if the Lord had cut me off, as they 
were, I muſt bave juſtified the juttice of th 
Lord in my Soul and C vonſcierice which dai 
ly witneſi-d againſt me, as it were ſealing 
and confirming this reſiimony to me, and 
in me, that I ſhould never find peace nor 
reco-nc'liation with the Lord, until I gaveÞ 
obedience to the Light, and came into 10-1 
ciety with :he Children of Light, (viz. the; 
People by the World called Quakers) and 
came to the Worſhip that ſtood in Spi- ng 
rit, contrary to all the Wayes, Worſhips 
and Services of the World, ſet up inthe, 
wills and limitations of men, which I ſaw 
to be onely formal and traditioral, andno 
leſs then Idolatry, as they then ſtood in the MW 
will-worthip, being preſcribed,and ſer forth] 
at the wills and pleaſures of men, and efta- 
bliſhed by the then preſent Powers, Go-# 
vernment and Authorityzas by the depen” 
dant Church Faith,the Preſbyterian Diretto. | 
ry, the Epiſcopals Common-prayer-book,, and 
ſuch like,may more fully teltifie; nonebeing W 
to Queſtion, or ob'ett againſt any thing 
that was; or 1s believed by their ſeveral If 1 
Churches and Aſſemblies, or preſcribedin WM, 
Their 


(19) 
eir Rules or Cannons, DireQories, or 
rvice-Books (though never ſo much diſ- 
ishRed in Conſcience) without undergo» 
o the Cenſures, or Abjudications of their 
\rticular Societies, and Churches,ſo called: 
ur they that are come to the Light and Li- 
Wcrry of the Sons of God, and to live and 
Walkin the Spirit, and by the Spirit, they 
Bnow the Anointing which abideth in them, 
hich is Truth, andno I ye, which teach» 
Wh them in all things to follow the Lamb 


Nd nly, whitherſoever he goes, and the lead- 
P! ngs of his Spirit, and nor the formal traſh 
ke d traditional 'precepts of men; and fo 


dey are-ceaſed from man, and his teach» 
ngs, knowing the Lord is come to teach 
is peop'e 'bimſelf ; whereof 1 being per= 
ſwaded in my own heart, and this teſtimo- 
ny aforeſaid Randing in me, (viz.) that 1 
Fſhovld never know peace with God in my 
Soul, vn:!] Tobyed and followed the Light, 
(which I daily felt firiving 1n me, and-with 
J me, in my meditations and communications 
JW with my own heart, ſecretly condemning 
5 W me for my diſobedience and works of dark- 
5 neſs) I was (in the fulneſs of time) cons 
firained to yeild, and” reſ:gn my {clf mro 
"che Will and Lap of the Lord, as Efther 


I B 2 Gid 


(20) 
did, either to [tve or per#ſh 3 reſolving, 
I ſaid before, freely to drink that Cy 
which had ſo long appeared bitter, bi 
was then made {weer and wholſom, as tt 
waters of Jericho, being ſeaſoned with thi 
power that makes every bitter thing ſweet 
and bard things eafie ; chen ws the Arm 
of the Lord made bare, and ſtretchedfort 
for my deliverance, ard his ſtrength wat 
perfected in weakneſs, being brought int 
ſ{ubjeRion, and made willing to bear hifff 
Crofs, then his Yoke was made eaſie, an 
his Burden became Light, then he that ſatgf. 
in darkneſs ſaw great Light, and be that 
dwelt in the Land of the ſhaddow of death, 
upon him did the Light ſhine 3 in that day 
did he cauſe the deaf to hear, the blind ro 
ſee out of obſcurity, the lame to walk, the 
dumb to ſpeak, and the tongue of thei 
ſtammerer ro ſpeak plainly ; even then 
when mine ears hearkned to the Word that 
was near, in the mouth and beart, the righ- 
reouineſs of Faith which the Apoſtle 
preached, Rem 10, 8, even then when IQ; 
caſt away my Jewels, Ornaments, Imapes, 
&c. as menſtruous cloathes, 1/a. 30. 21, 22. 
and my own righteouſneſs, faith, and beſt 
performances, which was bur as filthy rage, 
in 


ng, 
Cyr 
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compariſon of the excellency of that 
lory revealed in and through the Son of 
ghteouſneſs which aroſe with healing in 
is wings, then did he pgive rain unto his 
eed, even the tormer and the latter in 
5s ſeaſon, and upon every mountain and 
Mill made he rivers and {ireams to run; 
henwas the light of the Moon as the light 


Hf che Sun, and the 1ighc of the Sun was 


venfold, even in thac day when he bound 


Wop che breach of tus Servant, and healed 


he {troxe of his wounded ; he opened the 
riſog doors alſo, and Jer the Captive at 


Wiberty, and let the opprelied go free 3 then 


ze made the lame to leap as an hart, -and 
e tongue of th? dumb. to fling for joy; | 
he crooked paths did he make ttrait, and 
he rough wayes plain and fſmoeth ; be 
drought down the mighty from heir ſears, 
znd exalted them of low degree; then he 
led cbe hangry with good things, and 
he rich he ſent empty away 3 then did joy 
pring forch as the morning, and gladnels 
Lid ariſe as the Sun, even then when peace 
did run down like a river, and Salvation 
as a mighty {tream ; then was the time ot 


n refreſhing trom the preſence of the Lerd, 


ven then, when che Bridegroom came out 
D 3 07 
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of his Chamber, and the Bride our of he 
Cloſet z then was the marriaze Supper 
of the Lamb at hand; then was the d: 
of joy and gladneis, when ' ſorrow ane 
11ghing fled away 3-'then was the-day't 
mine elpoufing, when. my Maxer beranWn 
my Husband, Heſea 2. 19, 20, 23...and tir 
Bridegroom and Biſhop.of my ſoul ; wayth 
I was berrothed unto the Lord, then 
the Marriage in Cana of Galilee know! 
Foby 2. which vis che only Marriage Chri 
and his Diſciples. were called to, where al 
the water in the veſſels was turned Int 
Wine ,” which maketh glad the heart « 
man,. and comforter" the living, Pſal. 10 
15-: Eccleſ. 10. 19, ſuch did 1ſracl of © 
drinkin the Eand of Promiſe, Dewt.'3 2. 1 
here was the firſt; and-beginning of Mira 
cies that Jefus weought; ſhewing fort h baſb 
Slory ; it was here'alfo he healed the Ruu 
lers Son which was ready to die, his ſet 
: 
' 


cond Miracle wrought in Galilee, Fobs 
50, 54+ bere alſo was his firit appearand 
to his Diſciples after he was riſen from thi 
crave, Matth. 23.7, 10,16, 17. here all: 
was his firſt appearance, and' working 0 
wonders 1n me, and to me, which/when 
fas 1 delieved, 2s his Diſciples and the G/ 
[ileal 
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ans did, 7ohn 2,11. and 4. 45. then he 
;hipped our the Buyers and Sellers out of 
e Temple, and overthrew the Tables of 
v ane Money-changers 3 then I knew the 
av of abernacl= of the Lord was with men, 
canWnd that be was come to teach his people 
id thiYimſelf, and great was the Peace of his 
wachildren, as 1ſa:i2h (aid, chap. 54+ 13. then 
n wid 1 witneſs the Covenant changed, the 
ow.aw changed, rhe Prie{thood changed, the 
,hriYOfferings, Oblations , Sacrifices and Or- 
e alWinances chanped, the Service and. the 
10 orſhip changed, and all the Shadows, 
re oil ypes, and Figures aboliſhed, which was 
dur a Shadow of good things to come, 
ebr. 10.1, and the Tabernacie and Sar- 
tuary changed, Heb. 15. 20. and the vail 
removed, and the New and Living Way to 
be revealed (which he hath prepared for 
us) through the Vail, that is to {ay his 
Fleſhz for even ro this day, wiile Moſes, 
and the Cid-Teitament and the Law 1s 
red, the .{ame vail remains over, and un- 
ch taken away, 2 Cory. 3. 14, I3. as15evident, 
all and clearly ſeen to be the very ſtate and 
g ol condicion of the Miniiters and People of 
en Enz7land, tro whom the Way of Life ( of 
GAY Regeneration, of Light, of Righreouſnels, 
Ai B 4 ot 


of be 


Per q 
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of Peace, of having their hearts ſprinkle 
fro; an evil Conſcience, and of witnelln 
Redemption aud Remiſhon of fins) is hi 
and to them the covering is not yet tak 

away 3 for the vail is over their hearts, an 
what they fee and know of God 1s but þ 
the ſceing or hearing of the outward eyed 
ear, as 0b ſaid,chap.42.5. knowing nothin 
but what they know naturally, in a litter 
hiſtorical, notional external ſenſe, and 
theſe things they foyl and corrupt them 
ſelves, never owning or obeying the | igh# 
that leads out of darkneſs, and diſcover 
all che works thereof, which makes al 
things manifeſt, and gives the knowledge 
of the Glory of God in the face of Jeſu; 
Chriſt (which ill then is vailed ) through 
which we draw nigh unto God, and makes 


bold to enter into the inner SanQtuary,P 


even the Holy Place, being purified through 
his Blood, baving our Conlciences purged 
from dead works, Heby. 9, 14. which is 
not yer made manifeſt, where the I aber- 
nacleis {tanding, Hebr.g. 8. neither do they 
know the power which through his death, 
bath rene the vail z buc we chat are come 
to believe in the Light, and to witnels the 
New Covenant which God promiſed to his 

People, 


.- CN 
ple, 7er. $1. 31, 23, &c. Rom. 11, 27. 
br.$. 8. 10, &c. Hebr,10, 16, 17. they 
ofe hearts are turned to the Lord know 
takefiMe vail taken 2wiy, according to his pro» 


s, anWſe,2 Cor-3.1 6,17,18.and we all with open 
ut bWe beho'd the glory of the Lord, andare 
yeaſWanged ivro the ſame image from glory to 
chinWory, as by the Spirit of the Lord 3 now 


e Lord is tliat Spirit, and where the 
irit of the Lord is, there is Liberty : 
ow being born of the ſame Seed,* and not 
Wother, and regenerated by the ſame Life 


vergd power, and becauſe. we have the fame 
Ss aliric of Faith which the Apoſtles and 
:doMrvants of the Lord had, as it is written, 


Cor. 4. 13. Pſalm 116. 10, 1 believed, 
ertfore have I (pcken , we alſo have be- 
wve, and therefore ſpeak z now we have 
v4 treaſure in earthen veſſels, that theex- 
lency of the power may be of God, and nit 
«5, 2 Cor, 4,7. and having this hope 
nd truſt we uſe great Guldneſs and plain» 
f ſpeech, and are not aſhamed of that 
orthy Name by which we have been 
alled, nor of the glorious Goſpel of 
brift, for st is the power of God munto all 
hiſe that believe 3 and this myltery (viz. 
is 8-07 'ſt 3m 145 the hope of glory, Col. 1, 26, 27.) 
e, L1d 
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hid from Ages and Generations) hath 
opened and revealed in us, bleſſed, 'hor 
red and glorified be the ({weet and pre 
ous Name and Love of our God for ex 
thar hath opened the myſteries of his Kit 
dom, and hath revealed them unto Bal 
Sucklings, and to the little and lowly 
ſpirit, and yer hach hid them from 
wiſe and prudent ot the Earch, chis 1s 
Lords doing, and is marvellous in our ey 
bleſſed, yea, eveilaſtingly bleſſed be hist 
ly, living, eternal Name, Love, Life 
Power, who aloneis worthy of all Glo 
Rule and Dominion for eyermore. 

And having chis teſtimony, and for tl 
teltimonies ſake, and for our jove a 
faithfulneſs thereuito, we ſuffer, and 1 
brought into.bonds by the chief Prieſts a 
Rulers of this: Generation 4: for as it 
m-the Apoſtles dayes, ſo iris now; 7h 
that will live goaly in Chriſt feſus PY 
ſuffer perſecution ; ard as Chriſt ſaid, In 
world yore ſhall have tribulation, bnt | 
me you ſhall have pruce;, and sf you lover 
the world will hate-you 5, and even fu perſec 
ted they the Prophets that went before u 
this perſecutins ſpirit (getting a place an 
room in the woman, as I ſud before 

broj 


(27) 

hath{Wke forth in Caiz, the third perſon in the 
, boWch, & he ſlew Abel his only brother,and 
1d prefife the enmity bertiween the Secds appear- 
r ei (which T mentioned in. the begin- 
Is Ws) and this envious perſecuting ſpirit 
d Bal p had a place and deſcent through all 
owlye Generations of man-Kind to this very 
2M Wy,'2s the Scriptures are full, how they 
's !5 Far ferved' and feared 'the Lord did ſuffer 
Ir exWrſectitions, 'aiflitions, tribulations re- 
hist oaches;; ſpoiting of goods , buffectings, 
fe priſonmenss , yea, even} 40 the death, 
Glonhd all for following the :Lord inthe Re- 

mner# i0n;and for ſervinp'and obeyinihim 
Or tl heart and ſpirit, and'f6r: departing and 
e apirating themſelves-''from' the 'Wayes', 
1d 4 Mhips, cuſtoms, traditions und beever- 
s af iradinkents of the Wortd'; j/ and as They 
t vſetſeciited 'the Prophets #nd'Apoſtics of 
{1M hrif: Hat went before us, even (0 do'they 
MN\Werlecute us, and: yer they will protels they 
In now God , ' but 'their wetks deny: bim ; 
vt Morl wis no ſooner turned from darkneſs 
'e Fo light 3; ner- from Satans power to God ; 
/[ecMor from ſin ro righteouſneſs ; nor from 
* #Whe lufts and pleaſures 'of rhe fleſh roſerve 
a"Whe Living God 5 nor no fooner come to 
re Weny my: ſelf, and take up the Croſs of 
rok Chriſt, 


(23) 
Chriſt, and follow him, through triby 
tions, refroachings, revilings, mocking 
faſtings tempiungs, or what other ſuffe 
ings ſoever, or through death ic {clf un 
Lite ; yea, no fooner {i ſay was I given 
-Þo0 follow dim, but perſecution aroſe fq 
the Goſpel ſake, norwithſtanding my lon 
cravel and p Igrimage in the Wildernek 
( neicher coifidering the faintings, th 
bungrings, the thirſ{tings, the jeopardie: 
perils, the many deſperace dangers , the 
dark diſconſolate dayes, the long and wer 
riſom nights my poor ſoul ſuſtained, wit 
many a figh and heavy groan, with many a 
dolefull lamencation, wich much broken 
neſs of heart, and contricion of ſpirit, 
when Rivers, as it were, run down from 
mine eyes, when, my heait failed me for 
fear, in the day of my ſpiritual progrek 
from Egypt to Canaan) I ſay never conſt 
dering the affitions | had gone through; 
the enmity 1n Gods enemies without aroſe 
acainſt me, to reproach, revile, and perſe- 
cute me, and (as I ſaid before,having with- 
drawn, and ſeparated my ſelf from chem, 
their way and worſhip) I was hated, envi- 
ed and threarned by them , but eſpecial- 
ly by one of Englands chief Prieſts, named 
Lewu 


(29) 
mu Weſt, 2 man whoſelife and Convers 
tion doth more fully declare him to all 
at knows him, part whereof 1 may fet 


own in this following Treatiſe, and ſhall 
ww 7 he view, jud d confi- 
= {$F>Ve it to the view, judgment and con 


Weration of all ſober juditious men, that 
Wnows any thing of the Way and Worſhip 
fGod; but eſpecially to thoſe my Neitgh- 
Wours and Country-men that hath known 
oth him and me according to the fleſh ; 
KW chouph he be a man in elteem, honour and 
epure amongſt men, and the children of 
his World, and bath attained co his fſeve- 
al titles, and __ of honor and prefer- 
ent, being reckoned one of their chief 
'Wnd learnedft Orthodox Divines ; being 
as his wife once ſaid ro me (contemning 
e as audatious, and for my puerility and 
literateneſs, far inferiour to argue, or di- 
Wputes matters of Conſcierce with him) 
drought up at his Bock and School from 
ischildhood ; andI being but a Child, as 


rle- | | 
the c laid, and indeed ſprung of mean Pa- 
.m M-nage, and low degree according to the 
ie ieſh; and in my minority educated a little 


ic School, but the moſt Srt about Huſ- 
ed 22dry, tilling, or herding, or the like; 
eleg an inferiour weak child in _—_— 
on 
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ſon-.of thouſands 3 but what I now an i 
by the Grace and ſweet Love of God, f 
which I have cauſe to bleſs and magnifie hi 
Name for ever) and let tuch 1 ſay as bath 
known - both him and me, and. not only 
{ach, bur all thac have any feeling or ſenk 
of the Way and Work of God judge of uw 
and between us, 1a every thing, either be: 
fore or hereafter inſerted or recited ; þ 
ing for my own part, ( according to the 
Principle of Light and Truth 1 profels)i 
willing to recommend my ſelf. to ever; 
mans Conſcience in theſight of God, and 
alſo ro give a reaſon to any man, that ſhall 
1n trath and ſoberneſs demand a reaſon off 
me of the Faith and Hope that js 10 me 
( according to the manifeſtation of the 
Grace of God received.) t 
Now TI fay, the ſaid L. 33”. was: no ſooner 
ſetled in his place, and I fer ro follow thef 
Lord, bur he began: to menace and threat- 
en-me, togetber with other Profeſſors, to 
bring us under Conformity z and by and 
by ſhewed his auſterity, by which he made 
many Profeſſors (atd others inclining to 
reformation) bow ard conform, who'came 
in by degrees, and yeiled conformity at 
one time or other, in one thing or! other, 
which 
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hich ſtrengthened his lordly ſpirit in 
erity, (who ſhould bave been Miniſter 
d Servant to all) thereupon perſwading 
ſelf, that a little more rigor, a little 
ore ſevericy, one twiſt more 1'th rod, 
ecord more ith whip would ſubje& all 
s Pariſhoners, and make them conform ; 
Dmetimes he would have drawn me with 
fr words, pretending great kindneſs to 
e, or any of my mothers children, &c. 
rr our Parents ſake, the ſmalneſs where- 
may appear by and by 3; for he having 
and occaſion at all againſt me, fave touching 
(ile Law of my Cod, (being that which 
n ofFas matter of Conſcience and weight to 
| melÞte) yet it ſeems occaſion muſt be had, 
-he8id ſmall ones muſt be taken where great 
nes are not; ard therefore he took ir 
onerEainſt me, becauſe, for Conſcience ſake 

the ould not pay bim Tythes. 
M8 Athing never challenged nor paid (for 
ught I know) by any Goſpel Manilter, 
or any other under a Goſpel Diſpenſati- 
n, what ever any man may pretend ; ſo 
7 to ethat flattereth, and ſmootheth acceitfully, 
11ing peace, peace tothe wicked, bccaule 1 
annot now run with them to their 
her ſxcels, nor cannot rerwrn to their vo- 
mit 
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mit again, but eſpecially becauſe I cou| 
not ſtop into his mouth, as Micah ſaid, Mid 
3+ 5j- he now forthwith prepares open waſif 
againſt me; and thus he begins for my fir 
years denial of Tyches to him, he preſent 
me to the Jury, at a temporal Court, hek 
at his own houſe, in the Mannor of Zit 
Salkeld, by the Dean ard Chapter (ſo ca 
led) of Cazlile, he himſelf being one of th 
Lords of the Court 3 ſo being called by th 
Jury, Itold them that for Conſctence ſakt 
I could pay him none, often ſaying to then 
rhac that Court had nothing to do to d: 
rermine matters of that nature, the Eff 
clefiaftical Coutts being provided for tha 
purpoſe, unto whom ſuch things more pre 
perly belonged : yet the Jurors flighte{ 
me, and faid I wasa fool, it was better fo 
me to have chem determined there, &: 
So being willing todo the Prieſt a pleaſure 
they procceded ro caſt it for him, and gave 
a precept againlt me of One pound ont 
ſhilling, or thereabouts, for which th 
Prebends Bailiff took a Cow from mi 
worth Three pound three {h/llings, or uf 
wards, I having but one other, the Priet 
called m2 to him, required me to pay him 
I ſaid no, I could pay himnone; then hb 

| beckene 
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heckened to one' of his Fellows another 
7rebend, being thenpreſent, to reaſon and 
xxpoſtulate with me, endeavourins to per- 
wade me to Pay him, and inour diſpute 
e pleaded the Civil Law, a third Prieſt 
anding by,by way of incerlocution, promp- 
ingly ſaid ro the ear of the other, are 
Divino Sir, fare Divino, to whom I an- 
wered, either of you prove Tyrhes fre 
WDivino, here before all this people, and [ 
ill paythem, which thing they ſtayed not 
0do 3 for immediately the aforeſaid Z.W, 
aking one of them by the arm, drew chem 
away, and they all three went to an Ale- 
Shoule, leaving me to the Court, with 
whom I reaſoned a while, clearing my 
onſcience, (which 1 valued more worch 
then'a Cow) and then left them: The |ju- 
ry meeting at o:ber times, I till warned 
them not to meddle with ir, being it apper- 
tained to another Court 3 nevertheleſs 
Mtihey proceeded as above; but mark what 
befel abour the very time the Jury deliver- 
Fed in their Verdi, the Fore-man had a 
Barn burned by a ſudden hand from the 
Lord, as was believed, amounting to a con. 


Te! 


imWiiderable dammage; which thing 1 often 
\ beYpordered in my ipirir, though few looked 
C on 


oy 
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on it otherwiſe then a common accident 
This being done, from that time'forwarl 
he proceeded to take my Tythes in kind 
as they fell due, &c. bis ColleRors taking 
Hay and Corn act their pleaſure, ſometing 
gOINg in at the wrong end of the Dale 
contrary ro the order of tythirg, ſorta 
king the beſt of the Grain, other ſome 
times taking three or four Stooks, or 1 
Cart-load rogether off at one end ; and i| 

I carried away any untythbed, they were 
ſure to pleaſe themſelves in the next dale 
of mine where they came : Thus they 
continued, not ſhaming to bear and drag 
away by force what they could apprehend: 
{ Mark ] even as the Prieſts (viz. Eli 
Sons) and their Servants did in Iſrael of 
old, who were Sons of Belial, and with; 
their fleſh-hooks dragged out of the-Pan, 
Pot, or Caldron either boiled or raw 3 and 
if any denied to give them, they tookit; 
away by force, read 1 Sam, 2, from verſe 
12.t017, butmark their end, for the Lord 
was Erieved with them, and ſaid, he world 
cut them off, that there ſhould not be an old 
man left in Eli's houſe, and verſe the 35, 36, 
4 will raiſe #p 4 Prieſt ſatth the Lord, that 
ali do according to all that is in mine keart x 


ard 
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dit ſnall come to paſs that every one that is 
t in thine bouſe (ſpeaking to El) (ball 
me crouching to him for pieces of ſilver, and 
orſels of bread : Mark the end of theſe 
rielts (Sons of Belial) who ſerved them- 
lves with the far, and kept Servants as 
ile as themſelves, who violently pulled 
nd reaved away by force from the People, 
ven as the tything polluted Prieſts and 
heir Servants doth now in our dayes; 
re they not pulling, rending and reaving 
broughour this Nation of England, {0 
darbajouſly and infulmanely, that they 
hve made their name toſtink, and chey 
re become contemprible and baſe before 
ll people, read Mal. 2.-to verſe 9. and 
vill rot their end be like thoſe Sons of Be- 
al : and alſo what becomes of the Poſte- 
an, ity of many of the Prieſts that are gone ? 
nf te they nor already in many places crouch- 
Cit ing for pieces of filver , and morſels of 
rleBbread ; yea, even to ſuch as their Fathers 
0 Bperſecuted? ſearch-and ſee if ir be not ſo. 
14 EBut ro proceed ; this notanſwering his de- 
ola Wire and end, more miſchief reſting in his 
6. Whearr againſt me, he cited me to the Bt. 
at Fſhops Court but for whac I know little, 
3 Wave char be fimfelf (aid, for all manner of 
rd C2 Tythes . 
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Tythes ſince he became Incumbent int 
place, (notwithſtanding what was done 
aforeſaid ) his Libel I never got, the 
commonly being Scrools of Lyes 3 o t| 
Court proceeded to Excommunicatie 
whereupon he procured a Writ, calle 
Excommunicato Capiendo, and there 
caſt me into Priſon about the latter end 
the 7th Moneth 1663. where I have cot 
tinued theſe four years, during all whiq} 
time he never did lo much as give me a\i 
fit in my Priſon-bouſe, nor never labour 
coconvince me, 0r regain me either by ei 
hortation, informarion, or inſtruction, &t 
as is provided and enjoyned in the Article 
to be enquired of in their Viſitation; rea 
Article the 1oth, concerning Miniſter 
duty to Popiſh Recuſants, and other Set 
ries , nay, he would never ſo much ; 
allow me a fair ſober diſcourſe to reaſoiſh,, 
the caſe or matter in difference ; but whe; 
{ have met with him, (having ſometime 
gore tO his houſe) as ſoon as ever mi; 
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judgement differed from bis, or that| 
either oppoſed , or queſtioned any thing 
he faid, or held out, forch-with be broke 
1n:0 paflion, and fury, ſometime bufferting 
we with lis 6, (as he hath often = 
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oth to his own hearers, and others) 0- 
her times calling me Rogue and Raſcal, 
ith Cachlike vilifying tearms, in great fury 

reatening he would humble me, &c, 

Bur ſtill all this not anſwering his ambi- 
jous ſpirit, and covetous ends, he yet 
eviſeth more miſchief, and preſently he 
aſts about to compaſs my little parcel of 
and, (as Ahab d1d ' Naboth's) yea, worſe 
hen Ahab, for be never proferred me the 
ate in money, 1 Kings 21. 1,2, &c, ] read 
{hab being fad and dejeRed becruſe of 
aboth's anſwer , fexebel his wife could 
Moon cure that malady, ſaying to Ahab, 
Fhat, art not thou King ? Ariſe, and be 
erry, and Ile give thee the Vinejard; fo 
e loondeviſeq a way to kill and take poſ- 
elton, &c. 

And indeed whether L. #'s wife hath 
ot been a deviſer and abetter againſt me, 


 "W is queſtioned by ſome, bur I leave itto 
Whe Lord and themſelves: and he goes on 


Bn Law until the Sheriff returned I could 
ot be found; (alchough TI was in bis cu- 
ody, ard that the Prieſt L. #, knew well 
nough) upon which falfe return a Wric 
df Ontlawry came forth againſt me, and 
hen they knew where to find me 3 for 

» theres 


( 33 } 
thereupon the Sheriff's Clark gave anothe; 
Mittimus tothe Goaler for me, Ard u 
til chat time I never had che leaſt notic 
neither from him, or any one of the King 
Officers (fave only that his wife did one 
fay I laid for contempt, and that her Huf 
band would take another courie for h 
Tythes, &c.) and che Jayler keeping m 
more ſtri& then my Fellows, 1 required 
reaſon of him , he ſaid he had receive! 
another Mittimus for me, I asked him fat 
what cauſe, he faid, he knew not, bat 
was at L.F's ſuit; 1 defired a fight of | 
if he pleaſed, be ſaid, yes, if I wou'd giv 


him thirty pence, I ſaid, ir were but reaf 


ſonable that l knew upon what account 


was {o deal with z but no account could! 


have until I bought a Copy thereof of «| 
Sheriffs Clark; yer being (as a child) ve 
ry ignorant in matters of Law, (havirg ne 
ver been concerned in matters of Law, nor 
never had occaſion at any Court wich an) 
perſon whatſoever, ſave this with him) 
L let ic go on in fingleneſs of heart, reſol- 
ving to leave the iſſue to the Lord, know 
ing he was all-ſufficient, and chufing rather 


into ſuch dubious unſeen troubles, and vait 
EXPence!, 
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patiently to ſuffer, then to involve my ſell 
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pences, as ofc the Law doth produce, 
pecially being ſo uncapable of things of 
hat nacure ; and thus ic continued in ſuſ- 
ence ([ ſtill waiting to ſee the effeR) un» 
il about a year afcer he ſtirred again, and 
ought through ſmooth words ſubtilly co 
ave enticed ſome of my Relations, to 
ave given him a Compoſition for me, 
elling them one while ,Ten pounds, ano» 
her while Twelve or Sixteen. pourids would 
Joit, pretending to ſhew them all.the fa- 
our imaginable, if they wouid do any 
bing, and when his blandilocutions could 


Wot prevail, then he ſought to terrifie them 


ith threats, ſaying, he had a Writ ready, 
and the Sheriff would come and take poſſe(> 
ion, and all I had would be confiſcaie to 
he King, &c. alſo the People and Neigh- 


Wours adjacent, with great exclamation 
'Wprefſing them tocompound; ſaying, tt-was 


pity ic ſhould be forfeit, which puc them to 


302 point, not knowing what to do, ſome of 


them give me an account onceand again 
with tears, and preat grief and vexation ; 
| (as often before) defired, and alſo di(- 
charged them not to meddie init; it was 
my own, and I knew not that it could go 
for a better teſtimony , I bad nothing bur 

CG + what 
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what I had received of the Lord, the ls 
was like to be ſolely mine; ſo let him ay 
me alone, for what he could inflict I w, 
to bear, and that he could go no furthe 
then the Lord permicted, and what heir 
rended for evil the Lord turned to goog 
and I hoped to be preſerved and provide 
for , upon which they were dillwade 
and would not be induced by him : $ 
by the aforeſaid Writ he called a'Jury 
and by compullions fammoned my Brother, 
and others that farmed my Land, to giveWi 
an eſtimate of the annual value of ir, andio 
alſo what Goods ard Chatrels i was poſ-Wu 
ſeſſed of about two years before, ( viz 
the time when he began that Suit) intend- 
ing to make all confiſcate from that day 
|» forward ;. ſo the Jurors gave in their Sur- 
vey at SIx pound per avzum, &c. inthe year 
1666. Then after he bad doneall this, 
{what through the exclamation of my Re- 
lations and Neighbors, ſor the ſatisfying of 
chem.,, and what through the advice of 
others my Friends) | procured a Reverſal, 
reſolving to joyn Suit, and try with him 
(and never more I did, neither to this day, 
nor before, in matters of Law proceedings 
in my own defence) and how the Lord 


pre- 
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prevented or confounded him 1a his' pro- 
ceeding I know not, but to this day his ex- 
peRation bath periſhed, and it is between 
three or four years ſince he begun; and ins 
deed i can truly ſay, it was freely offered, 
and not it only, bur liberty and life alſo 
(if it had been required) into the Will of 
the Lord, feeling and enjoying bis peace 
d preſence 1 am ſatisfied, and can fay, ir 
is enough, and in the uprightneſs of my 
heart 1 defire I may honour bim with life, 
liberty and ſubſtance while this tabernacle 
of clay is undemoliſhed, for he alone is 


worthy of all glory and thankſgiving from 


me for evermore5 er he brings to nought 
the underſtanding of the Prudext, and turns 
the wiſdom 6f the Wiſe men backward, and 
oufourids the wiſeſt Ahithophels, ſo that 
their vain hope periſheth, end their expetta- 
tion ts cat eff. | \ 

Now all this he hath wickefy- done 
acaink me, aidthat for no juſt cauſe as in 
the ſigh of che Lord, nor no cauſe pre- 
tended, ſave ſome ſmall Tythes, as Hens, 

aſter-Reckonings, &c, which was no 
doubt very inconſiderate 1n compariſon of 
what he bath done; for 1 bave been much 
perſwaded chat when he begun with me, he 
could 


+) 
could no way reckon Five ſhillings, for hi; 
Colletors took in 'kind that which was 
moſt material, as Corn, and Hay, as I have 
before related; and for Wool, and Lamb, 
I had none, and for other goods Thad but 
a few; it may be'a Cow or two, but el- 
dom, if ever three, which things could 
amount to no great value, ſuppoſe it were 
for two or three years ; an account where- 
of 1 have often required of him, I have 
alſo written to him for an account; alſo 
my Relations have deſired an account of 
him, but to this day. none could I have 
from him ; alſo I have written to him, 
char we might fairly and ſoberly diſcourſe 
of the Title of Tythes, proferring, it 1 
were convinced thar they were lawtull, co? 
pay them withour all that ro do, and with-W* 
al warned him to ceaſe from his wicked Y” 
proceedings, being perſwaded they ſhou'd * 
not go unpuniſhed by the Lord 3 a true MP 
Tranſcription whereof hereafter follows,” 
as they were ſent him in ſeveral Papers, . at" 
ſeveral times, which I have inſerted for the 
Reagers better f{atisfa@ion. 


Ew;, 1 am informed there is a deſign 
in thy heart to deprive me of mine 
Inheritance 


( 43 
nhericance lefe meby my Father, Is this the 
ruit of thy Miniſtration ? and in this doſt 
hou do as thou wouldſt be done unto ? 


1ave 
mb WHath Saran filled thine heart, and rooted 
bucMCovetouſneis {o deep in thee? Take beed 


o thy wazes, ſearch and fee what ſpiric 
uldMcbou arc of, and whac fpiric it is that ſug- 
ere&elteth this in thee : enter into conſfidera- 
ton with thy ſelf, and commune with 
hy own hearr, whether thou wouldit be 
done unto {o, yea or nay 3 or whether it be 
thy pl:ce to covet thy Neighbours Goods, 
r Inhericance? me-thinks thou ſhould(t 
not be ignorant what became of that wo- 
rſe {man fezab:l, for coveting Naboth's Vin- 
” [yard, and what the reward of Covetou(- 
co neſs is, the Scriptures are full; obſerve the 
h. Wadvice of the Wiſe man, that ſaid, Lay 
ed net in wait, O wicked man, againſt the awel- 
i'd "ng of the Righteons, ſpoil not bus veſting 
ue I place 5 enter not into the Field of the Father- 
rs, -ſr,%c: and whatſoever is written, is wric- 
at cen for our learning ; chou haſt often re- 
he pezted thar Command that faith, Cover 

nt thy Neighbours Goods, not any thing that 

# thy Neighbours , ard is thy heart now 
n 8 £0ing after thy covetoulnels? Weigh theſe 
ie things with thy practiſe 3 Why ſhould(t 


thou 
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thou deſtroy thy own ſoul ? thou that 
holdſt Scripture tor thy Rule, will it juſt 
he thee in this thing? Or where haſt chou 
any ſuch rule 10 it amongſt all che conver- 
ſations of the Saints? And do not think 
but chon mult be brought before the Tri- 
bunal of God, there to give an account 
of all thy deeds done in thy b0dy , and 
therethy Perſon will have no more reſpeR 
chen mine, (though now it may) all chy 
pomp, thy dignity and riches will ſtand 
thee in no ſtead', neither juſtifte thee in 
his fight, who hath ſaid, The Ficked hal 
wot go #npuniſhed:; thou haſt deprived me 
of my juſt Liberty already, and if that 
cannot content or fatisfhe thee, ſurely no 
more will mine Eſtate; for the more thou 
obeyelt that envious and covetous ſpirit, 
che more it will draw thee on, unti] thy 
ſoul be ſhut up in the Grave, out of which 


thereis-no redemption. So 1 deſire thee, | 


havereſpe@ to thy Souls everlaſting health, 
for theſe, and ſuch like as thou art ofcen 
found in, are not the fruits of a Goſpel 
Miniſter, for Chriſt and his Apoſtles never 
caught any ſuch Doctrine ; and truly, 
whit thou art of this ſpirit and converſa- 
tion, thy Miniſtry will not profit towards 
Cod, 
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God, nor chou canſt never turn many un-* 
to righteouſneſs (its true, thou mayſt make 
ſome Proſclites, but I think few Converts) 
ic appears thou came not to ſeek nor ga- 
ther us but ours, ſo that thy end is thy 
own, and therefore accurſed; ſo unlels 
thou repent thou ſhalc certainly bear the 
indignation of the Almighty, for little or 
nothing baſt thou miniſtred unto me eicher 
in doQtrine or praftiſe but that which fa- 
vours of death, and ſuch Miniſtraticn de- 
ſerves no maintenance: Sol defire thee, as 
one that reſpeRs tby Souls everlaſting wel- 
fare, andin love thereunco I ſerd this un- 
rothee, and not in any reſpe@ ro my own 
intereſt,as the Lord whomI ſerve knoweth, 
in whoſe preſence I am, but that thou 
mayſt ceaſe to bring ſo deep guilt and 
weight upon thy Soul, but rather repent 
of thy wicked purpoſes, and {eek unto the 
Lord, if paradventure the thoughts of 
thine heart may be forgiven thee ; for ac- 
cording to outward appearance one would 
think chine eſtate were ſufficient to fatis- 
fie thee, that thou ſhouldeſt not reap where 
thou ſowedſt not, and covet my penny 
that halt ſo many pounds ; remember the 
Parable of Nathan to David. . 
ot 


( 46] | 

But thou may objeR and ſay, thereis 4 
reaſon, thou haſt a proper right and due 
unto-it; To this I anſwer, (as I have for- 
merly done) if chou or any of thy FunCti- 
on will appoint the time and place where, 
or ſome other of my Companions in 
bonds may meet with you, and according 
to Scripture, ſound Doctrine, and the Sp1- 
ritof Truch convince me or us that ſuch 
things is juſt and due, and properly belong 
to your Miniſtration , or that Chriſt and 
his poſtles did ordain conſtitute or allow 
any fuch Miniſtry or Main:enance after he 


had offered himſelf a perfe& Sacrifice, hs- | 


ving thereby aboliſhed all Types, and the 
Law that made notbing perfect : I fay, it 
thou, or ary of you can, or will convince 
me or us of the lawfuineſs of paying 
Tyrhes, we ſhould neither ſuffer Impri- 
ſonment, loſs of Eſflare, or Goods, nor 
the Fxecution of any Law to paſs upon us 
for denial of Tythes, but rather pay them 
as conſcientiouſly as any orie whatſoever : 
And this were bur the place & duty of your 
FunQion, and indeed, if 1t were not matter 
of Conſcience to me, I could not have (ut- 
fered ſuch detriment, loſs and impriſon- 
menc 1a the patience and content as | have 
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done by thee, and I am yer reſolved to 


ſuffer more before I offend Gods Witneſs 
in my Conſcience. 

And further | demand of thee what the 
ſum or value is that thou claimeſt of me, 
being reckoned up together, for I have 
been deprived of my juſt Liberty a full 
year and upwards, waich is a penalty be- 
yond my offence, or any pretence of of- 
fence that thou haſt ſhewed me ; ſo that 
I think thou needed not a proceeded to 
bave dampvified me any furcher : fo ſeeing 
thou yet intendſt to add weight and op» 


_ pretiion co the afflicted and oppreſſed, lit- 


tle enough, if thou give mea true account 


| of my ſuppoſed tranſgreſſion, which 1 ex- 


pect chou wilt forthwich do by this Bearer, 
either in word or writing, without any 
further deferringz for ſure thou haſt nor 
gone about toimpoſe all this upon me that 
thou haſt done, and yet intends to do by ad 
ding aft.iftion to my bonds, bur thou cant 
and will give a reaſon in every particular 
wherefore;z which I expeR of thee withoucr 
any further evaſion, or otherwiſe I may 
conclude thou canſt nor: So that I ſay 
again in tender love to-thy Souls eternal 
peace, 
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peace, do I defire thee to Ponder well 
theſe things, and receive the advice of th; 
Friend herein, for 1 know there is a witneſ; 
ja thy Conſcience that will receive me, 
from which: thou: canit nor flee, nor hids 
thy ſelf day nor nighe, co it | appeal; 
and know thou, that ics not that I aniif 
weary of Sufferings, or am ſo married ty 
the World that i cannot part with it ; 
for ehough the Devil may have power to 
diſpoſſels me of anexternal Inheritance, 
as he hath had power to calt into priſon; 
yet will I wait upon the Lord, knowing he 
is able co ſubdue Satan under his feer, and 
thou could have had no power againlt me 
if ic had not been piven thee; fo if thou 
wilt not be adviſed for thy good, do what 
thou haſt power to do, as for me 1 have 
ſo much Faich asto Truſt in che God of 
Jacob, and patience to endure all theſe 
things, knowing the Captain of my Sal» 
vation was. made perfect through Suf. 
ferrings, who will be glorified in the 
Sufferrings of his Sain's, whom my Soul 
honours and glorifies above all : So be 
exhoited and warned in time, left this 


ltand as a Witneſs againſt thee in the 
day 


; & .& is 
ay of 4'1e Lord's Indignation, for this 
3s in my heart from the Lord to 
arn thee of, ſo 1 ſhall be clear of thy 


lood. 


rlite, the place of '\ By one that defires from 
y oviward Te- my heart the welfare of 


Nraint,and inward 
| 6s che 14rh of thee. and thine, and to 


thc gth Moneth, be found 12 the exerciſe 
1664, of love to Enemies. 


Tho. Carleton. 


he This ſecond I ſent ro him after I was 
Nd Dutlawed. 


ou - Feſt, 
bac Þ Ear and underſtand, let thy patience 
ave. 4 ſheyw forth ir ſelf a liccle,to hear,read, 


| of M& receive home this herein inſerted direct- 
eſe $9 to thee; how long will it be ere thou 
al- Weale to add oppreſiion to the oppreſſed ? 
uf. WV herfore haſt thou Outlawed me, and had 
nPriſon ? Fadit thou no way to accom» 


ul With cby deſign,” and obtain thy covetous 
be Wiclire and end, but by treachery and de» 
1s Weir, and by ſteating Law againſt the In» 


ovcent 2 Oh, how eager bach thy defire 


deen af;er the dwellings of the righteous, 
D and 
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and that without any juſt cauſe 3*Sr whit 
thou haſt often refuſed to give a reaſon, l 
ſhew the cauſe ! Tho: knoweft on the d; 
of my commitment 1asked thee what tha 
couldit demand, before many witneſſes 
alſo IT wrot to thee for an account, andm 
Relations deſired an account of thee, by 
none yet wou'dit, {or rather couldſt) that 
truly. and juſtly give : C1 be aſhame 
be aſhamed. :nd- bluth that ever tha 
ſhould profeſs a nmpe ho ar + _=_ de 
ſo rreacheronſly 5 :500 hafl : Wa 
thy cauſe ſo evil, a ud thy plc: fo On tha 
thov muſt tea} L- w tO wt thy greed 
deſire ? is L! y love {fo mr hy profel 
(ed) to my + Sian children at an end 
and is envy, wrath, and mzlice crept 
inſtead rhcreof? Oh ! the Heathen fhi 
conderan thee for this; yes, the Fart 
ſhal! oper: ber mouth, and oe very Beal, 
of the t1s)d, and f owls of the Air (ta 
abhor and be aſtonithesd to head and ſee eh 
proceedings herein : the Tribe of th 
Priefthoad wi 1! be aſhar ned of thee, an 
all ſuch Sons of Levi; well did Jacob ſay 
Inſtruments of Cruelts wa; in their hands 
yea, I may ſay Cruelty io re higheſt de 
gree, pride, tyranny and 0; vrefiion is the 

wa 
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way and path 3 well ſpeak the Prophets, 
Wchac which 1s now come to paſs, yea, ſeen 
and felr, Micah 3. 5, 11. Exck 13. 18, 19, 
22, and chap.22,25,26,&c. 14.56. 11. Oh, 
the oppreſlion of the Prieſthood of E »g- 
Wan, the Earth can ſcarcetear them; and 
among them all canſt thou produce a pre- 
Wfident for covetouſnels, cruelty and op- 
preſfion ? ſurely thou knoweſt not what 
ſpirit thou art of ; but thy fruits will diſco- 


deifFÞ ver thee by and by 3 if a, man ſhould tell 


of thy dealings to thy FunRton « how thou 
1 haſt beat with che fit of wickedneſs, per- 
© ſecuted with all thy might 3 ſworn, of 
Y cauſed to ſwear deceitfuily ; and how ille- 
ally thou haſt done, and that for filthy 
lucre ſake, to obtain the gain of opprelli- 
F on.) would they tollerare thee, and not be 
aſhamed ? Oh, bluſh to hear of thy cor- 
rupt converſation | thy own hand ſhall! 
witneſs againſt thee, and thy own hearc 
ſhall condemn thee for cheſe things; thou 
& baſt not only dealc treacherouſly with me, 
F bur with the Kings Officers alſo, by cau- 
K {ing chem co return, I conld not be found, 
when thou had(t me in Priſon, and they had 
mein cuſtody ; ſurely thy Maſter will de- 
ceive thee, and thy nakedneſs, treachery 

D 2 and 
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and deceit 1s, and will be laid open, and 
made more publick then thy Proclamation 
was, that I might either render my body or 
be outlawed, which thing was done in ob- 
ſcurity and deceit, but I muſt be morel 
publick and plain with thee, it may be ty 
rip up thy skirts, that thy nakedneſs may| 
appear, chy filth and putrifation, though 
as a chief Prieſt, 'yet one of the Whore 
Chiidren; for the Light manifeſts thee (0 
to be, and all thy crooked deceitfull Ser- 
peniine paths3 and by the Children off 
Lighc chou art ſeen, and ſhalt be made ap- 
Parent to them thar is yer under the yokeh 
of oppreſlion ; thy name ſhall rot, and the 
memorial of thy Seed ſhall ſtink in the Ge 
nerations to come; a teltimony 1 have to 
b-ar againſt the Workers of Iniquity, and 
for that end the Lord hath called mt 
forth, and brought me not only to be 
lieve, bur alſo to ſuffer for his Name, which 
Name I have as a Rock, aShield, and Heb 
met of Salvation in this day of great Trial; 
and in the ftiength of the Lord am Ire 
ſolved to hold forth my teſtimony, valuing 
all with it as droſs and dung, and doth be 
lieve, that through 1t I ſhall undergo all, 
and beable to make war in righteouſneſs, 
ans 
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and by his Power ſhall cread upon the neck 
of the Scorpion and Adder, and on the 
crown of the bead of thee, and all-the Op- 
preſſors of the Lords Seed, who ar this day 
T is made objeds of your cruelty ; yea, by the 
Power of the Living God we both do, and 
ſhall tread you as cdaff in the Streets : So 
take heed how thou proceedeſt, leſt Gods 
Wicneſs in thy own heart brea' thy reſt ; 
for the firſt Prieſt chat impriſoned for 
Tytches in Camberlana was made a ſpeRacle 
| of his wrath,and h- 15 :he ſame God co day, 
and can ſave; fo rake heed betimeleſt the 
# Judgments of. the ©od fall heavy upon 
thee, and labour not to incur the wrath and 
Gel diſpleaſure of the Almighty upon thy Soul; 
» tos for thy deceit, violence,fpoiling, and perle- 
2s cuting is and will be a token of perdition, 
mx when my innocent ſuffering ts and will be a 
be-M token of Salvation,and thac in Chriſt Jeſus. 
ich 90 be warned I adviſe thee once more, and 
el. repent and amend ſpeedily, lelt the 
11.8 Plagues and Arrows of the Almighty tall 
ref HDeavy upon thee; for this 1 am bold co 
nfl fell thee in the Name of the Lord, Thar 
x fhe Lords wrath is kindled againſt {uch, 
[8 which will not ceaſe nor quench t1!! the 


Workers of Iniquity be cut off, that have 
D 3 added 
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added affliction to the afli&ed, and uſury.- 
ingly exerciſed lordſhip over the Beritagt 
of God; tor your treachery, deceit and 
folly hath and is appearing to all men, 
and Gods controverſie againſt you 1s be 
gun: for your end is deſtruction, whol: 
god is your gain, and your belly, wholt 
mind is on earthly things, yea, che ſtone 
of your wall, and the beam of your tim 
ber, the very materials of Bab*l's Build. 
ing ſhall cry out againſt the Builders, and 
the Stone you have rejeted is become 
Head ; Cviz, Chriſt Jeſus the Light) and 
if cby patience can read ir, and apply it, 
ſodo, if not, how wilt thou bear and an-I 
ore the Lord when theſe things fall upon 
thee, 


Carble the 13th y From a Snfferer for 


the 3d Moneth, > Truth and Riphteon(- 
I 665. xeſs, 


Tho. Carleton. 


Theſe Queries following I propounded 
to him, occaſioned by ſome diſcourſe be- 
tween us, about their Sacrament and Con- 
formity, which he ſeemed to charge upon 
me, as the lolecauſe of my impriſonment 
having 


———< 


having like the confounded Archi:eRors 
pf Babel, either loſt the original cauſe, ele 


andMWfinding the weakneſs and inconfideratencſs 
nen, Wof it, was aſhamed,. and {o let it fall : 
s be M For I'aid tobim, that | never :Bought non- 


"ad * 


confor:aity to their Churcy and Sacre. 
hole ment had teen the cauſe, but rather 
one Tyches, as my Miitimus fignitied 3 he an« 
1M» {wered, no, no, it W<5S ik, and nothing but 
11d. it, (meaning non-contormity, ) 


and 

mel L. Hef, P 

ind Ercetving thou blameſt me for want of 
I, Conformity to the Church Ordinan- 


an-W ces and Sacraments, as if th: were the ſole 

Don MW cauſe of my imprifonmenc,a1c thou preten- 
ding to be a Minifier in che Church, and to 

for the Church , give me 2 full ard potitive 
anſwer to theſe foligwing © ucries ACCOrang 

to Scripture, {ound loE&rine, and the Spi- 

ritof Truth, that fo my judgment may be 

»,  rigtitly informed, and if I have been erro- 
neous and (ci1{matical, I am willing to re- 

ed BY form when I am thereof convinced. 

(SN 1. What is the qualification of a Mini- 

1- BY ſerof Chrift; what is bis Gifts 8nd Ea- © 

n dowients 3 and howggnd from whomare 

| they obtained # * (0 
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2. How is a Miniſter of Chrift to be cal, 
led and-ſent, what 1s their Ordination; 0 
whether thy Call, Ordination or Miniſtry 
be from him ; to whom waſt thou ſent, 
and to what end ; or whether there be not 
ſome that run unſent, and never profit the 
people ? according to fer. 23. 32 

3. What doſt thou miniſter from in thy 
ſelf, or what doſt thou miniſter to in the 
people, or wherein doth thy gift and mini- 
{tration conhſt ? 

4. What 1s the Gifts arid Parts of a Mi 
niſter of Chriſt, what is the gifts and parts 
of a Miniſter of Antichriit , or how do 
they differ one from another ? 

5. Whether is a Miniſter to be Servant 
to, and in the Church, or to exerciſe lord- 
ſiup over the Churchand Heritage, &c. as 
the manner of the Gentiles is ? 

6. Whether is covetovuſneſs,pride,wrath, 
malice, envy, ſwearing, lying, drunkenneſs, 
fornication, oppreſlion, robbery, thefr, idle 
and corrupt communication, and ſuch like, 
of the Spirit of Chriſt or Antichriſt? 

7. Whether they that do ſuch things 
do believein Gad, and have Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, or can be either a Miniſter or flem- 


ber 1n his Church and Body, having nor 
ob- 


- 


d) 
 a:-Wobtained Remiſſion, Redemption, and Sal- 
3 0'Mvation from thoſe things ? 
iſt $8, What is the Church of Chriſt, or 
ſert Whow many Churches is there, whereof doth 
 notWir conſiſt, whereon doth ic ſtand, where,and 
 theWFby whom is the Foundation thereof laid, 
and how is it preſerved holy and without 
thyWſpor, or whether is it ſubje& to corrupti- 
the Mon and change yea, or nay ? 
int go. What are the Ordinances of the 
*burch, what are the Precepts, Rules and 
Vi ECannons therein to be obſerved, and to 
Irts whom doth the Rule and Government 
do thereof belong ? 

10. Whether doth theſe Ordinances of 
ant Wthe Church belong unto all men, or whe- 
rd» Wther is all men under the Rule and Govern- 
as Wment thereof, or what is the Qualification 

df thoſe that have a right therein, and the 
h, MPriviledge of thoſe that are governed 
ls, Mhereby ? 
ile W 11. How many Ordinanccs are in the 
e, (Church, when, and by whom were they 

nſtituted, tro what end, and for what 
es Wiime ? | 
F 12. What is Baptiſm, who 1s the Bapti- | 
= Wer, with what, and to whatare men bap- | 
2: Mized ? 


13. How 
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13. How many Baptiſms are there, an 
how do they differ one from another ? 

14. How are they baptized that ar 
| baptized into the death of Chriſt, and an 
buried with bim im Baptiſm; or how i 
the baprtizing wich Fire and the Holy 
Ghoſt ? 

15. Whether doth dipping and ſprink 
ling in water (E»7land's preſent Church 
Form in Baptiſm) make one a Member 
Chriſt, or whecher is any unckanthing 
Member of Ghiitt, yea, or nay ? 

16, Whecter-th ey -z2t were baptized 
(and ingrafted 25 5 '/cmber in the Churct 
if they perf-rin wht was therein proml- 
ſed, ( viz. } forſake thy Devi and all by 
works, the pomps and vanities of thi 
wicked World, and all the finfull Luſts d 
the 7 lefh, and believe all the Articles 0 
the Chriſtzan Faich and keep Gods hol 


Will and Commindments, and walk in tht 


ſame, whether chey muſt not be excom 
municated, and cait out of your Church 
and into Priſon, and ſuffer lofs both in b( 
dy and eſtate, yea, or nay, according ti 
7ohn 16,2? 

17, Whar was thoſe Ordinances and 
Traditions that Par! forbad the Coloſſia 


=. 
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> tonch, taſte, or handle, which (though 
ommanded by men) was to periſh with 
ſing, which Ordinances Chriſt blotted 
ut, and nailed co his Croſs, as being 
g4inſt ſuch ashe had quickned and raiſed 
Sy his Spirit ? 

18, What was thoſe Meats and Drinks, 
hoſe Hoiy=dayes, New-moons, and Sab- 
doth-dayes, which was but Shadows of 
ood things to come : or 1s Not the 

burches yet under thoſe Ordinances, 

radirions 2nd. Shadows, and knows nor 
he Ligur of the glorious Goſpel revealed 
vhich Chriſt commanded to believe in ? 
£8 19. What was the Philoſophy, Traditi- 
ns and Rudiments of the World which 
ad like to have ſpoiled ſome, and which 
boſe that were dead with Chriſt were nor 
0 be ſubjet to3 bur if Pope and Turk 
ould have power to ſet up their Tradi- 
Mions and Rudiments, would you not 
be ſabjeQ, and preach them up for Do- 
trine ? 

20, What is the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper which thou would have me re- 
ceivez how is it diſtribuced and received, 
Yor what is the qualifications of the worthy 
Receivers, and if I cat and drink the thing 


ſignified 
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fignified (viz. ) the Body and Blood Spi 
tually, and fo deſiſt from the Sign, my 
I not becaſt out of your Church, and i 
to Priſon ? 

21, What is the Body of Chrit,and whWi 
is his Blood, whether 1s his Body Spiricy 
or Carnal, or how is the Lords Bodyt 
be diſcerned ? ; 

22, Whether is his Body one, or hot 
many Bodies bath he, or how do they e 
ard drink his Blood that Eternal Life ah 
deth in ? 

23, Howdid they eat the ſame Spirtiu 
Mear, and drink the ſame Spiricual Drin 
which were Baptized under Moſes , for the 
drank of that Rock which followed ther 
and chac Rock was Chriſt ? 

24. Whar is the difference between t 
Cup of the Lord, and the Cup of Devi, 

and the Table of the Lord, and che Tab 
of Devils ? 

25. Whether are the worthy Receive 
purified from their ſins, and ſanRihe 
chrough his Blood, ſeeing his Body w 
broken, and his Blood ſhed for the remil 
ſion of fins? 

26 Whether they thar are yer intheir 1 
do not eat and drink their own condemn ec; 
tio! 
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on, not diſcerning the Lords Body ? 
27* Who 1s the Head of your Church 


Ind Body, (or who is King, Prieſt and 


rophet) whether Chriſt, King, Pope, or 


$iſhop ; or how many heads is there ? 


dy ( 


2th Moneth, 2 Sed thy Anſwer to me at my 
1667, Priſon-huuſe in Carbile. 


T..C; 


Another ſent afcer, about the 4th 
oneth, 1667, 


L. W. 
Having all along a deſire to be edified 


in the true Way and Worſhip of the 
Living God, and an inclination from my 
hildhood, to follow after that which is 


[W&o00d, righteous, and unreprovablein the 
Wight of the Lord, and to keep my Conſci- 


ence undefiled, and my judgment clear 
and uncorrupted, as the Lord God of 
Heaven knows, from whom nothing can 
be hid : and ſeeing the ground of the con- 
troverſie between thee and me is matters 
of Faith or Worſhip, and ſo matters of 
Conſcience to me, and ſuch as I cannot 


eaſily renounce, nor dare not turn from, 
un- 
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unleſs my judgment were otherwiſe perſnW,s 
ded; I therefore ſent ſome Propoſition 
r0 thee, to that effeR, an anſwer where 
F expeted from 'thee before this tim 
which thing I chought bur requiſite, an 
very conſiſtant with thy Ofttice and Profe 
ſion, being.rbat which the Miniſters d 
C briſt was alwayes ready to do, beinfMq 
willing to render a reaſon of cheir Fait e 
and Hope to any thai ſhould demand itM 
and alſo to exhort, inform, and inſtru 
the DoRrine and Principles of. Trutt 
with all meekneſs, gentleneſs, and long-ſut 
fering ; which thing if chou retuſe to do 
let me know upon what grounds, for| 
have not ſtraitned thee for time, but thou 
mighreft have done it with deliberation 
ſo I delire a ſober anſwer of thee of all ant 
every particular to be propounded, or el 
a reaſon why thou wilt not, and it mg) 
fuffice for the preſenc. 


To Ga 


Now having as briefly as poſſible giver 
a true and impartial Relation of all the 
differences, fates and proceedings on both 
ſides that is of moſt importance and con- 
cernment, and the ground and cauſe of all, 
as 


( 6 
Was things bath p: fe! 2vd been carried on 
detween us, plainly 2nd boneftly, fo far 
as1 know, anddo remember; I ſhall leave 
all, both his and mine, cauſes and pro- 
ceedings, with all that hath beer done, ro 
the Witneſs of God in all Hearts and Cone 
ſciences, that gives a true fence and un- 
derſtanding of the nature and property of 
every word and work 3 and accordingly ler 
the ſober, moderate and unbyalied Reader 
or Hearer judge of us, and berween us, and 
eſpecially ſuch as bave known vs both after 
the Fleſh, arid the lives and converſations 
of us both among them (viz ) the Pariſhio- 
ners of Addingam, and others in the 
Towns and Pariſhes adjacent, amongſt 
whom we'have lived, and with whom we 
have bad todo, many of them being privy 
el'Y to the moſt part of choſe things, and fo 
na) may the better bear witneſs ro the trurh 

or falſehood of them, being (as I have 

ſaid elſewhere') willing t@ recommend my 

ſelf ro every mans Conſcience inthe fighc 
'erl of God, and as I own and acknowledge 
bel the Light for my Leader, Guide and Sal- 
XY vation, ſol am willing that all my deeds 
n-E ſhould be brought to the Light, and thar 
.K which I do or have done that is not juſhifi- 
as able 
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fable in the Light, !er it be condemned by 
Lighr, and I aſhamed, and this is to dg 
as I would be done unto; alſo theſe myMns 
Papers that I have i2nt to him, they areſn! 
now made prblics, and ſoare no longerMeer 
his and mine ;nly, but other mens to judge 
and conlig.c of, ” 
In my firſt I deſired (as I would ofcen Wi: 
have willingly imbraced) that he, or any 
other of his FuncRion and Profeſſion would 
give me Or us a ſober moderate viſit or 
meeting, at their own time and place, al- 
lowing us perſon for perſon, that there we 
might diſpute the differences in. Religion Wha 
between them and us, in a ſober moderate Mw! 
ſpirit, which to us 1s of great price; and if Wth 
in the Spirit of meekneſs he or they could wi 
convince us, that we are ſchiſmatical and Mus 
erroneous, &c. ( as they have frequently IM SP 
affirmed, and preached behind our backs) le 
whether in denying of Tyches, or in any ni 
other thing whatſoever, I can fay it for Wd: 
my ſelf, and believe ic for many others, Il tc 
that if in our Conſciences We were convin- If {t 
ced thereof, we would reform our Judge- Il ic 
ments, and pay Tythes, and ſubmit in any I a 
other thing whatſoever, as really and con- I e 
ſcjentiouſly as any people 1n the ro 0037% ſi 
with- 
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ithout either ſuing at Courts,» ſpoiling 
ff goods, Excommunications, Cominari- 
pns, Imprifonments, or the execntion of 
ny Law whatſoever; and if this be not 
ery-equal and reaſonable, let all ſober 
people judge, and whether 1t be not the 
part and place of men profefſing that Fun- 
gion, and to be Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
Overſeers in the Church, that Spiritual 
ten might war and overcome with Spiri- 
ual weapons, and by the Armorof Light, 
and rhe Power and Demonſtration of the 
Spiric of Chriſt Jeſus? that as the ſaid L,W. 
hath oft preached, it may be known, to 
whom the Lord hath: given the Urim and 
the Thummim ; bur theſe they uſe but in 
words:only, but inftead of dealing ſo with 
us, they'l turn us over. to a Conſiſtory, 
Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical Court, ({o cal- 
led) which, as I may truly fay 1s as Car- 
nal and Earthly a corrupt Court at this 
day,.as any in the world I know of) and 
to the Secular Powers, and Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, &c, and when we are brought be— 
fore them, and anſwers to what 1scharged 
againſt us, pleading matters of Conjct- 
ence, the Dorine. of Chriſt or his Apo= 


ſtles, or the Priviledge of the Church 1n a 
t, Goſpel 


can get of their Miniſters 15, Rog we ani 
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Golpel Diſpenſation; then they cry, hol 
your Peace, we have nothing to do wit 
that,. diſpute it with your Miniſters, ya 
{hall-not preach-:bere, &c, And all w 


Raſeal, erroueeus and [chiſmanical. Fella 
or ataations ſaucy youth, I'll, humble yuh 
we'll take # conr/e with ſuch, refrain, 
Fanatick as yow are. ere loug, Kc. . So:bullh}e 
ving. the Sword by their thigh, and-thii. 
Law by: their (ide, thns are we preyed'upWM. 
on by every one of them; and.if any one 
do plead himfelf free by their Law, ther 
(as ſome of them hath ſaid). rhey knoy 
what to do, they have another bait to catch 
us with, which they know will hold; and 
that is,. tender usan Oath, and becauſe we 
will not ſwear like themſelves, then eithet c, 
fine or impriſon, or baniſh, &c. and ha- 1 
ving got us into Priſons for Tythes,or ſuch} , 
things, there they. let us lie as dead men} , 
out of -mind, never-owning nor regarding 1 
\ 
| 
| 


us in any thing from-year to year, unleſs 
to envy and ſtraiten our Libercy, &c. by 
ſtirring up and provoking the Goalers a- 
Yainſt us, who being willing to do tie 
Prieſts and Magiſtrates a favour,” hath of 
ten ſhown their ſeverity, to the hazard 
of 
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J of the-lives of the Innocent in their cnfto- 
y.(wuhom they have called fomerime their 
W- » ow & yet preyed upon us,aot allowing 
"Es che liberty they allowed: to Fellons and 
WMurderers, &c, yer {lillthe Lord was wich 
"us, and wonderfully preſerved us to his 
praiſe, when men roſe up againſt us to 
ave-ſwallowed us up with open mouth, 
bleſſed:be his Name for eyermore. 

- Andalſo whether ic were not requiſite 
that:he gave me atiue & particular account 
of every of his demands and claims what» 
ſoeveny or of any other difference (if any 
hadibedn): betwixt us, before he had thus 
tar proceeded to baye damnified me, ha- 
un ving done what in;him lay, to deprive- me 
of all, ſave only my life, which, Lbave yer 
for a prey? And alſo whether it had;nos 
been'his place and duty, pretending to be 
2 Teacher and Inſtructer of others, x Vi- 
niſterand Paſtor, or Efder in the Church; 
b being reputed a Learricd O1rthodoxical Di- 
vine'? ( and ſometime, profefling bimlcli 
J my ſpiritug] father) .but-fuch meaſures 3 
"| have had From: bin ave no. ſpiriteal, iny 
* {lrufions to me) 1'fay, if ſo, whether be 
ought hot. tor have; aniwered my Queries, 
6 and. alto wy other. Papers ſent to him; 
E P ( wt c6 


(53) 
(which be never would do to this day) 
thereby to have informed andcleared my 
judgonent and underſtanding, beiog things 
appertainins to Faith and Religion,and the 


Profeilion and Worſhip of Chriſtianity, 
and ſo matters of Conſcience to me, let all 


fober wiſe men judge ? 

Alſo, I ſhall appeal unto all ſober and 
conſcientious men and women, and refer 
my ſelf ro the Witneſs of God, and the 
illuminated underſtanding in all. whether 
ever any of the Holy men of God did ſo 
with any perſon in the Church, or gut of 
the Church, Believer or Infidel, aghe hath 
done with me, yea, or nay ? or whether 
ever you read of any of the Apoſtles or 
Miniſters of Chriſt in Apes paſt thar de- 
nied to give a reaſon of their Faith and 
Hope in Chriſt Jeſus; and to inftruR, ex- 
horr, inform, teach, reprove, rebuke, &c. 
as he hath done? or whether you read of 
any Miniſters of Chriſt that {ued at Law 
for the maintenance of their Bellies, ſpoil- 
ed and perſecuted, excommugicated out 
of their Church into Priſon, Tught mens 
Liberty, Heritage and Eſtate, and yet can 
ſhew no fair nor juſt cauſe, as be bath 
done, yea, or nay * Whether ever any Mi- 
giſters 
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niſters of Chriſt did fear, lye,and beat with 
the fiſt of wickednes,as he hath done,yea,or 
nay 2 or whether ever any Miniſters of 
Chrilt, was ſo inclined todrunkenneſs, and 
Fo frequent Ale-houſes, chat they needed 
to be reſtrained by a Fine, as his wife bath 
done with him, yea or nay ? All which, 
(wich ſeveral ſuch like deeds, which 1 ſhall 
now omit) I need not go far to prove, be- 
ing his own praQice doth notoriouſly eyi- 
dence, and teſtifie the {ame, ſufficiently 
known to many that knows both him and 
me, and by what is before related. 

Now conſidering the many Diſputes, 
Contentions, Strifes, ſuing at Law,ſpoiling 
of Goods,caſting into Priſons,and the great 
unparalel/d ſufferings that have been occa- 
fond in this Nation in theſe late years 
about Tythes, and the great objeRions 
and exclamations made againſt us for de- 
nving them, (about which I have a ſhare, 
being deeply concerned and involved there. 
in) together, for the Quietneſs and peace 
of my ſpirit, upon which this thing bath 
long reſted, excites me to caſt in my mite, 
and lay down my reaſons and grounds 
whereupon I have denied them, and ſuf- 


fered for the non-payment thereof ; though 
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the weakeſt and unfiteſt of many thoy 
ſands for ſuch a work , yet, accordingt 
whar i have received, and am perfwadedo 
I ſhalf Jay down in truth and ſimplicity, 
and thatchiefly for the f{atisfaRtion of ſul 
as deſire to be ſatisfied, and for the ſtoppin: 


the many objeftions and malediftions of 0 


thers made in fecret behind my back by ſor 
of my Neighbours,c{pecially the people cl 


led Independants 10 that part, who moſt df 


any hath condemned me for ſuffering < 
much for ſuch ſmall trivial matters, 
they ſay, being as it ſeems a {mall ſcrupk 
1a their Conſciences, and- ſuch a more « 
they can eaſily ſwallow now, though it 
the beginning riſe and growth of their Re 
ligion, their Judgment was wholly againl 
Tythes in a Goſpel day ; yea, ſome of then 
preaching in great zeal againſt them, con 
demning the inſtitution "of them, ſaying 


They were clear contrary ts the maintenance 
of a Goſpel Miniſtry ; and yet when they 


ſaw thar Tythes were like co be the only 
wages, maintenance and reward of their 
preaching ; ( being generally eſtabliſhed 
by the Laws and Cannons cf England for 
chat end) rather then they would want 
that ſweet morſe], and goodly yoo 
ar 
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and the fleſhly eaſe that came thereby,-and 
ſuffer any thing for the 'denying of the 
fame, they could ' ſoon ( through their 
Chriſtian prudence or policy ) cure that 
Malady ; and for the better digeſtion of 
that Dier, make to themſelves a 'frotmack 
Y Pill, or two, to cure that crudity; and 6 
rather ſupprefs, extirpate, hide, or let fall 
one of their Principles, then either, yrant 


tc that delightſome livelihood, or beloyed Be- 
: NY nifice, or yet either fuffer any thing either 
* if in liberty or eftare for the holding thar 
'pk Principle throughour, 


So for the conſiderations aforeſaid, 1 
ſhall endeavour to anſwer the general Ob- 
jeRions principly made againſt me and my 
Brethren in this caſe, and what I hold and 
ME believe concerning them. 

IN 1ſt 0bjeftion,is, Abraham's returning from 
> Chedarlnomer from reſcuing his Nephew 
"ln Lot, Melchiſedeck mer him, and bleſſed 
Þ him, and bleſſed the Lord in his bebalf, 
ly and brought forth Bread and Wine and fer 
ry before him, &c. and to him Abrahams gave 
dE aTenthof the Spoils, Ger. 14. 1%. He:r. 
7. 4; | 

" Anſwer, To this 1 ſay, 1 never find it a 
"BY prefident or rule for me; ſuppoſe he gave 
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2 
a Tenth, it was a voluntary gift,he ws nei 
ther commanded by God, nor compellel 
by man, and if he had not given, I thin 
he. had not ſinned, and that which he di 
give was but a Tenth of the Spoils, taken 
the victory, and ſo no rule for me, being ng 
Souldier at any ſuch laughter, and fo ng 
partaker of any ſuch ſpoils 3 ſo it it be 
binding toany, (as I think to none) 1t 1s tq 
Souldiers, and not to Plowmen ; and what 
if he in gratification of his love (in meeting 
him, and. ſetting Bread and Wine before 
him) had given him ene half of the 
Spoils, this had been no binding rule toÞÞv 
Poſterity, 

2d ObjeR1on, 1s, 7acob's Vow when he 
went to Padan-aram: Tf God, (aid he, will br 
with me, aud will keep me in this way that | 
go, ana will give me bread toeat, and raiment wi 
ro pat on, ſo that 1 come again to my Father: fy 
houſe in peace ;, then ſhall the Lord be my God, |" 
ang this ſtone my pillow, which I have ſet for Bp 
a pillar, ſball be Gods hinſe; and of all that '£ 
thow giveſt me, 1will ſurely give a Tenth 6 
#nto thee, Gen, 23. 20. pi 

Anſw. Rere Jaceb being gone from his Nr. 
Fathers houſe; fir, its ſaid, he lighted on NI 
« certain place (it lecms between hy | 
ang 


7% 
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nd Haran, I ſuppoſe it was either in the 
ields, or Deſart) on the South-ſide of Lur, 
oſhna 18. 13, however I ſuppoſe Facob was 
a deſolate diſconſolate condition, Gen- 
F- 3. fer, it is ſaid, he rosk, of the ſtones of 
he. place, and laid them for his Pillow, and 
y down to ſleep, Gen. 28. 11. Now the 
ord appeared to him, (ina Viſton) as he 
iath ofe done to his Servants in ſach diſ- 
onſolate conditions, which makes bis ap- 
exrance more glorious) ſaying, 7 am the 
ord God of Abrabam, and of Iſaac thy Fa» 
her, the Land whereon thos lieſt, to thce 
will 1 give it, ana to thy Seed after thee 3 
and thy Seed ſhalt be as the duſt of the Earth, 
and ſhall ſpread totbe Eaſt , Weſt, North and 
outh, and in thy Seed ſhall all the Families 
of the Earth be bleſſed: And behold, I am 
with thee, and will keep thee in all places, and 
wil bring thee again intothis Land; I will 
nt leave thee until I have done as 1 have 


lpikew, And he awaked, and ſaid, Surely the 


Lord u in this place, and I knew it not ; and 
he was afraid, ſaying, How dreadfult i this 
place, it is none other but the Houſe of God, 
this is the Gate of Heaven, &%c, | Mark |the 
Lords appearance in an hour of great di- 


ſtreſs is very comfortable, and alſo fear- 
| full; 


(74) 
fall ; this is true fear indeed, here is fer 


mixed with love; here Facob lays holl 
forthwith upon the Love and Promiſe « 
theLord, and ſaid, If rhe Lord will ao ji 
&Cc. then ſhall he be myGod, and this ſin" 
my pillow, which 1 have ſet up ſor a pill 
ſhall be Gods Houſe, and-of all that he give 
we, wil ſurely give a-tenth unto him.[ Mart 
Ifay, Zacob being poſſeſſed with fear, an! 
overcome with love, he voiys and promi 
ſes unto the Lord again; this was a volu 
tary a&tin Facob, he obliged himſelf to th 
Lord afcer the Lord had promiſed" to blei 
him, and he performed his promiſe ; to 
afcer twenty years he purged his houſe 0 
Idols, and built an'Alcar untothe Lords 
Berbel, Gen.'35, 6. which he called F| 
beth-el, (viz.) The God of Bethel : But who 
did hegive his Tenth unto; or when did ht 
ive it, that is yet difputable ? bur ſuppol; 
it had been to the Prieſthood, (which ſom: 
hold was annexed to the Firſt-born 
Families) what, will that argue for me t0 
do-ſo? Facob vowed but for himſelf, not 
for his Poſterity after him, and it was v6 
ſuntary, (being filed with the Lords ap 
pearance in 2 day of diſtreſs) Gen, 35: 4. 
and not commanded by God, neither com 

' pelled 
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velled by man, and. fo not binding to any 
fave 7 aceb alone; only this may be obſer- 
ſe ved, if any one have vowed as Jacob did, 
let ſuch perform alſo : alſo, it was but once 
in Abraham, and once in cob, and that 
In caſes extraordinary ; and who, or what 
is he that can plead for annual payment of 
Tyrhes of every of a mans increaſe from 
heſe, two. places 3 what, {uppoſe I being 
in diſtreſs {as I have ofcen been, and few 
of Gods Servants are, exempted) - ſhould 
vow 2 vow unto the Lord, that if he. will 
preſerve me this one time, or deliver. me 
from this great danger, &*c, then will 1 
give bi one halt of all that I enjoy, or 
dy have received of him would this my yow 
7:8 (being performed) be binding ro my--chil- 
hol dren, ard their.children after them from 
|, Generation to Generationfor ever, 

or - 06jett. 3; Now in. Exadie 23. 19. (it 15 
ml ſaid, 7 he firſt of the Firſt-fruits of the 
Land thou ſhalt bring snto the houſe «f- the 
od Lord thy. God: This is-the firſt expreſs com- 
of mand, but here 1s no certain dividual parc 
of exprefied, only the firlt of the Firſt-fruits, 
pſ0 E-v04: 34. 26, p IRD 
1 Again, lev. 23, 10-: Hoſes inſticuting 
n- the Feaſt of Firſt-fruits 3 When yo come 
( 


(faith 
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(faith he) into the Land which I'will gi 
you, ye ſball bring a Sheaf of the Fir 
fruits of your Harveſt unto the Prieſt, 
he ſhall ſhake it before the Lord, verle 1 
T his ſhall be a Law for ever in your Ge 
rations. 

Again, that which is more expreſs 1 
Levit. 27. 30, 32, 33, Alltbe Ththe of t 
Lana, both of the Sced of the Grownd, al 
of the Trees ts the Lords; and every tythe i 
Bullock, and Sheep, and all that goeth undr 
the rod, the tenth ſhall be holy unto the Lark; 
this isa more poſitive command then any 
before. | 

Again, N»mb. 15.20. itis ſaid, Te hal 
offer a C ake of the firſt of your Dough for a 
Heave-offering 5 as the Heave-offering of th, 
Barn ye ſrall bift it up, and give it to thi. 
Lora in your Generations. 

Again, Aoſes being the Son of a Lewvit, 
Exod. 2.1, 2. Aarox was his Brother, chap. 
4+ 14. the Lord bids Adoſes ſeparate Aaro 
and his Sons for the Prieſts Othce, Exod. 
28. 1, and appoints him to make chem 
holy Garments, 7he Ephod and the curiom 
Grrile, &c. and Aarow was - tO wear the D 
Breli-plate of Judsment upon his Heart, |; 
and uponit the'names of the Children of © 
Iſrael; 
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rael; and inthe Breſt-plate of Judgment, 
Moſes was to put the Vrimand the Tham- 
im, which he was to bear upon his Heart 
hen he went in before the Lord, &c. 
xod-28, throughour, 

So the Prieſthood being ſetled to Aarons 
Tand his Sons, as a Stature, and an Ordi- 
ance for ever, throtghout their Genera» 
Mions, he was to take unto him his Bre- 
ernthe Tribe of Levi, the Family of his 
ather they were to be joyned with him, 
nd ro miniſter unto him, and.wereto take 
he charge of the SanRuary of the Ta- 
ernacle, and of the Altar; only he and 
ls Sons was £0 Execute the Prieſts Office 
n all things, N*mb 18. 2. to verſe 7. then 
all the Heave-offerings, and the holy things 
bat the Children of 1/rael offered to the 
Lord, was to be Aaroys and his Sons for 
ver, by a perpetual Covenant of Salt, as 
1Q verſertg, 

And Aaron and his Sggs was to have no 
Inheritance in the Lan@F neither any part 
among the children of 7/-ael; for the Lord 
was their part and Inheritance for ever, 
Det. 18, 1,2, And to the Children of 
{Levi rhe Lord gave che Tenth in Ifrael, 
for rheir Inheritance, and for their Service 
In 
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in the Tabernacle of che Congregation 
and- they were to. have no.Inheritanse 4 
mong the Children of Iſrael, Nam. 1 
20,21, 23, 24. for the Tythe which-th 


Children of 1/racl offered: was: ro; be. thi 


Levites Inheritance, and out of them the; 
were to: extract a tenths which they wen 
to offer as an Heave-offering unto. tiy 


Lord,. which' was to 'be given unto! 4aral 


and his Sons, verſ{; 26: 28. only when tha 
were come.imto- the Land of Canaas, i 


ſoxa by the appointment of - Moſes. let. fort 


Forty: eight Cities, with: their Suburbs 


which-the Children'of 7ſrael gave of ther 
[nheritance at the Command of the Lord 


Jeſbna21.1,2, &c. 

Then again, ]- read Deut- 14 28, 26, 
beſide-the Tythe they were. to bring yex 
by year unto the. Lord, at the end;ot even 
three year they were to bring forth all cht 
Tythe of their increaſe, and lay it up with 
in their Gates, agg thirher ſhould the Z; 
»;re3 come, (becMhfe.chey bad. no inher; 
cance among them), and the Strangers, the 
Farherleſs, and: the Widows,, and ſhould 
2at and be filled, that the Lord might blek 
Iſrael in allthe works of their hands, Dew, 
* 6. I2, 13, &C. 


Aga'n, 
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Again, Dent. 18. 3, 4+. They which of 
er Sacrifice, whether Bullock or Sheep, 
all give wnto the Prieſts the right Sbowlder, 
wud the two Cheeks, andthe Maw; and the 
irſt-fraits of the Corn, the Wine, and Ol, 
nd the firſt of the Fleece of the Sheep,&. 
Then again, Nehemiah when he came 
Mbe faw the Houſe of God; was forſaken, 
and the Portion of the Zevzzes had not 
haſbeen given, but every one. was fled to bis 
wn Land; he reproved the. Rulers, and 
ſet the L evites in their places, and cauſed 
all 7edah to bring their. Tythe of Corn, 
Ward Wine, and Oy) into the Treaſuries, &c. 
and appointed the Wards of the Prieſts, 
znd of the Zeviter every one in his Office, 
ebem.13.10,11, 12,30, &c. 4 
Alſo King Hezekiab | appoitited the 
ourſes of : the Prieſts and Levites by their 
grns,. every man according to his Gilice, 
hence it is ſaid Zacharias was of the 
ourſe of Abia, and executed the Prieſis 
ffice before God as histurn came, Zh, 1. 
, 8.) and commanded the People to bring 
N Part for the Prieſts and Levices,that they 
ught be encouraged in the Law of the 
ord, So the Children, of rae! broughe 
n abundance of. Firſt-fruits, Corn, Wane, 
Oyl 


( 80) | 

11 and Hony, and of the increaſe of th 
Field, and the Tythes of Bullocks, Sheep, 
and of the holy and conſecrated things ; the 
Tythe of al! things in abundance : yea, 
much, as they eat and were facisfied, an 
there was many heaps laid up in ſtore; 
and Hezeksah commanded them to bull; 
Chambers, and in them they laid up al 
their Tythe, and their Firſt-fruits, and 
their dedicated things, and ſet Overſeer 
over them, to whom they committed the 
charge of them, who deſtributed with 
delity ro their Brethren great and ſmall by 
courſe, 23 Chron. 31.2, 4,5, 6: toverl.th 
&c, And in Nehemiah 1c. they were all 
{worn, and ſealed to fidelity both Prieſt 
and Levites,” Porters, Singers, Nethininy, 
and all the Children of 7/racl to: keep the 
Law, and the Ordinances of-it, and ty 
bring in'all the. Firſt-fruits, che T ychy, 
and the dedicated things, Corn, Wine and 
Oyl, &c. into che Chambers and Treaſy- 
ries, &c. 

T hen, Ezekiel ſetting forth the glory ol 
the Temple, -and meaſuring it with che 
meaſuring Reed, be Thews who ſhall be: ade 
mitted tothe ſervice of the Temple, and 


who not ; he alſo divided the Land 1nto 
four 


.. (8) 
zur Portions, one for the Prieſts, one 
pr the Levites, one for the Houſe of 

74:1, and one for the Princes, Ezekiel 
4 and chapters 45, 46. alſo he ſets 
prch che Offerings of the Princes, and 
heir Ordinances, as Meat-offerings , 
Drink-offerings, Burnt-offerings, Sin-of- 
rings, Treſpaſs-offerings, and Peace- 
ferings, &c. alſo the Sacrifices of their 
/ew-moons, their Sabbaths and ſolemn 
ealts, &C. 

Alſo Amos coming to cry againſt the 
dolatry in Feroboaw's tine, and againſt the 
Princes and Prophets of Bethel, he calls 
heir Princes Kine, they oppreſſed the 
poor, and deſtroyed che needy,- and muls 
iplied tranſgreſſion in Gilgal, and faid, 
Bring, and let us drink, &c. and yet they 
vould go to Berkel, and bring their Sacrift-+. 
es inthe morning, and their Tythes after 
hree years; they could offer Thankſgi- 
ing, and proclaim Free-offerings, and 
his they liked then, (as the Prieſts of our 
\pe loves Freee-offerings, and give ye now) 
{o they might live in their {ins bur the 
Lcrd ſwore by his Holineſs, he would caxe 
them away with Thorns, and their Potte- 
ricy with Fiſb-hooks, and be gave them 

Nt. Clean- 


382 ) 
cleanneſs of Teeth and ſcarceneis Of BreulW& 1 
he with-beld the Rain in its ſeaſon, and} he 
ſent Blaſting, and Mildew, and Peſtilenal but 
and Sword amongſt them. co 

Then again, the Prophet Malachi crigY;n 
out againſt the Prieſts, how they deſpiiY;: 
the Name of the Lord : they ſaid the Ti Q 
ble of the Lord was not to be regarded J ; þt 
and ſaid, itwas polluted, and ſnuffed at nM { 
when as it was they that polluted it, by {Mc 
fering unclean Bread, the Blind the Lame 5 
the Torn, and the Sick for Sacrifice, 241M , 
1, 6 7,8, Go cffer st to your Princes ſaiti { 
the Lord, and ſee if they will accept it fra | 

| 
| 


you ; you have fed your ſelves, and ſerv 
Jour ſelves, and not the Loyd : For uh 
among you, faith he, nll ſhat a door, uh; 
kzndle a fire on mine Altar for naught, verli 
10, Carſed be the Deceiver that bath in bil 
Flocka Male, and facrificeth a corrupt thinl3 
Ard chap. 2. O ye Pricfts (ſaith Malachi) 
this Commandment u for you, ys have broke 
the Covenant of Levi , even my CovenanÞ® 
of Life and Peace, ye have been parti 
inthe Law, if you will net hear and conſuar 7 
to give vlory to my Name, I vill corrupt you 
feed, and caſt dyng upon your faces, and wil } 
curſe your Bleſſings, chap. 2, 2, 4, 5, &c, fo 
the 


(83) 
he Priefs s lips ſhould preſerve knowleage, and 
Nd by ould ſeek, rhe Law at bis mouth, Of c. 
ences but ye are gone out of the way, ye have hooken 
| RCovenant, "andcauſed many to fall, &c. And 
rig? in chap. 3. he ſaith, Behold the Lora whom 
(Piles e ſeck ſhalt ſuddenly i come to hy 1emple 3 but 

: It8&:h ma) abide the day of his coming, for h, 

dell frteth 10 try, and fine #5 fulver; yea, he wil! 
LL It; fine and purifie the Sons of Levi: | Mark } 


Brez 


Y 0:8 1c is the Sons of Levi; that they way wing 
ame Offe rings of Righteon(neſs * and he will come 
al near ( them ). to | nagment, ana w:ll be a 
aitt] {wife Witneſs againſt the Adulterer, falſe 
To Sucarer, and thoſe that keep back_the Hire= 
rouly 11305 wages, that vex the Widow and the F a- 
"11. ; 


therleſs, ana oppreſs the Poer and Stranger, 
ana fear yort me laith the Lora; for from the 
dayes of your Fathers (faithhe) ye ar? gonc 
: away } from mine Orainances, and have uot 
" id teve them : Will a man rob God ((atth he} 
al. et. ye have robbed me inTytnes, and Offcr- 
Gl ng, ye are curſed witha Curſe : Bring all 
mm the Tytbe snto the Store-houſe , that there 
we may be' meat in my Houſe, ana prove me 
wm therewith ;, and ſee if I mill not open you the 
i W:indews of Heaven, and por = oft 4a 
u z Bleſſing, Cc, put yOuT woras have been 
v7 Fi ſt HI againſt We. {4i! ) the Lira z VE AT e {aid, 
F 2 E + 


, 8 
eric 
hi * 
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It ts in vain to ſerve Goa 5 and what profil 
there in keeping bu Commanaments, and in. 
walking humbly before him ? Andtherefm( 
Je connt the proud Lappy 3 3 and ſets up then 
. that work, wickeaveſt 5, and thoſe that tem che 
God are delivered. * 
N-.w the next place which ſome account? 
as formidable as all the reſt is, Luke 11.42, ..4 
Chriſts own words ſaying,» unto you Pha 
riſees, ye tythe Mint avd Rue, and all manne | 3 
ef Herbs, and negleft and paſe over {nadgment, © 
and the L ove of Gods theſe things ye ought 
to have done, and not to have left the other | 
»1dme. Theſe are the main orounds (be F 
ing under che Law of the firſt Covenant) Wy, 
upon which the Ordinations, Titles, Claims 3 * 
and Propriety of Tythes do, or ever did | 
ariſe or ſpring; and upon which all che } "1 
Diſputes, Ats, Decrees, Laws, and Tryals |, ” 
at Law, Differences and Sufferings, of | 
what kind ſoever, do origionally ariſe and EF n 
deſcend, by which the Reader may obſerve | PI 
the riſe and inſtitution of Tythes, and the F 
end thereof, and the obſervation of them £ | 
from Meſes, or the Livitical Law down- 
wards till Chriſt the end of the Law for 
Righteouſneſs ſake, to all them that believe, M., 
Rom. 10. 4. k 


(8s) . 
I ſhail now oroceed to give my Rea- 
ons whereupon I deny che payment of 
= [Tyches. 
Firſt, The Reader may take notice of 
Jhe Inſtitution of Tythes, and by whom, 
* ere is Moſes the. Servant and Prophet of 
*Nhe Lord, who was faithfull in all his Houſe, 
#and was a Witneſs through Faith of thoſe 
Ethings which ſhould atcerward come to 
pals, Hebr. 3. 3, 4» this was he whom the 
FLord chuſed and ſent intro Egype for a Pro» 
Sphet, Prince, and Deliverer to the Chil- 


: * 


43 be Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, 7 ell 
he Children of lracl, Yon have jeen what | 


d Bid ro the Egyptians, and how 1 have carr:- 
Red os ou Eagles wings, and brought y0# to 
we: Now if you will hear my voice mated, 


- af keep my Covenant, then ye hall be my 
eh 1ef treaſure above all people, thowph all the 
Barth be mine ; and ye ſuall be to me « 
 EKingdom of Prieffs, x an hily Nation. 
"y hen Mo/es propoſed to them what the 


1 ord had ſaid to hin and che SO Yr; I- 


- 5 & 


(86) x 
5, &c, So the Lord calling Moſes Ml 3: 
Aaron only up into the Mounr, laid, 1 a7 
rhe Lord thy © Ged that have brought thee oy. 
© Egypt, &c. T how ſhalt have no otter Gull F? 
belide we; and he delivered to them hi T7 
Precepts and his Law by the diſpenſatingFe 
of Angels, Fxod. 20, &c Allo he compa, 
manded them not to make unto themſelve Y 1 
Sods of Silver or Gold, verſ. 23, Then m I v1 
commanded Moſcs to make an Altar of q 
Earch, or Stone, whereon to offer tif 1 
Burnt-offerings, and Peace-offerings, Sc ;1 
And ſee, faith he, that a Tool be not lifted mn ( 
*pon it, ver(. 24, 25+ Then be delivered | 
him the Temporal, or Civil Laws, Exol , 
chapters 2x, 22, 23, &c, So Moſes wrote F 
all the Laws, and ereRed them an Altai | h 
under the Mount, and Twelve Pillars, acÞ { 
Fi 
[ 
( 
| 
l 
| 


-&E = 


cording to the Twelve Tribes of © 1/ra«;Þ 
and ſent of the Children of 1/-ael, whoſþ 
offered Burnt- offerings, Beaves and PeaceP 
offerinss, &c. and with half of the EloodÞ 

he (prinkled the Altar, and the reſt be 
putin Baſins: And he read the Laws. an(Þ 
all the Words of the Lord to the People: 
who ſaid, Ai! that the Lord bath ſaid mÞ 
will ao, and be cbeatent £ So Moſes — £ 
all the People with he Blood, and ſaid, Þ 

Behol; 


n FY 
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Behold the Blood of the Covenant which the 


FLord hath maze with you touching all theſe 
:hings, chap. 24. Then the Lord called 
2 2fo/es up into the Mount, ſaying, I w:1/ 
Teive thee Tables of Stone, and a Law, and 


FS Commandments which 1 have rittes, that 


| thou mayſt teach them to the People : And 
8 Moſes took his Miniſter Joſhua, and went 
Yup 3 and Moſes was in the Mount forty 
7 days.and forty nightsz and God ſpeak unto 


Moſes to ſpeak unto the Children of 1ſrae!, 


i chat they ſhould offer unto the Lord an 
$7 Offering of Gold, Silver, Braſs, Purple, 
£ ſcarlet, and fine Linnen, Oyl, and Spices, 


0% and precious Stones, &c. And that they 


27 ſhould make the Lord a SanRuary, thar 
2 he might dwell among{ them ; and thar it 
"7 ſhould be according to the expreſs Patern 
"iþs ſhewed to him : and alſo that he ſhould 


make an Ark, in which the Teſtimonies 


© of the Covenant ſhould be placed; deſcri- 
7 bing the faſhion of the Tabernacle, and 


the order, place and faſhion of all the ap- 
purtenances thereunto belonging; every 
thing was to be made, placed and eref&ed 


{ according to the expreſs Patern ſhewn to 


bim in- the Mount, chapters 25, 26. Mark 
what I fay, doſes having read the Law, 
F 4 and 
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and the Book of the Covenant in the auld : 
dicnce of the-people, they ſaid, A!! rhilShett 
the Lord bath ſaid will we as, and be obedien|Fhe 
chap. 24. 7, 8, Then he took the Blood of Sand 
the Covenant, having with the one half So, 
ſprinkled the Altar, with the other half hc 
ſprinkled the people, and the CovenaniL, 
was confirmed ; for almoſt all things wer 7: 
by the Law purged with blood ; an v 
nvthout ſledding of blood 1s no remiſſion | 
Heby, 9. 22, [Mark here is the eſtabliſh. 
ment of the firſt Covenant, which ſtood ni 
meats, and drinks, ana divers waſhings, ani Wi 
Carnal Ordinances, which was impoſed until Wc 
the time of Reformation, Hebr. 9. 9, 10,Wo 
[ Mark here again] which was but a Figan Wh 
for the time then preſent, ana could never ic 
make the Comers thereunto ſerfitt, as per- \* r 
taining to the Conſcieuce: But Chriſt being |C 
come an High Pricft of gora things to come, 


0 
0 


[MV ark | by a greater anaguore perfect T aber- +7; 
vacle, that # not made with hands, nor not cf FC 
tos builaing. I ſay alſo, Chriſt Jeſts be- FF» 
ing come (who was the end of the Law FC 


for Righteouſneſs ſake, to all that believe, |» 


and the Subſtance of all Shadows, Anti- |» 
types and Figures) he hath brought in a 
more excellent Miniſtry, being a Mediator 


of 


6 HY 
wr 
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Fþf a better Covenant , eſtabliſhed upon 
"Detter Promiſes ; wherefore, coming into 
She World , he faith, Sacrifices, Offerings 
Kind Burnt-offerings for ſin, thou wouldeſt 
FF-o!, (which are offered by the- Law) but a 
Wedy thou haſt prepared, (as it s written) 

FL o | come t0 do thy Will O God; by the which 
9/1 we are ſanftified, ſaith the Apoſtle ; 
Mark | He tabeth away the Firſt, that he 
$:1cht eſtabliſh the Second, Nowit the Firlt 
-FKLCovenant had been faultleſs, chere .fhould 
Fo place have been for the Second , but 
Finding fault with them under the Firſt 
1 WMovenant ; (and why ? becauſe 1t was not 
0 Rioſlible that. the blood of Bulls and Goats 
7: Fhould take away fins; for in thoſe Sacri- 
er ices there was (yea, and is) a remem- 
» | France of ſins every year 3 fo thac the 
7g LCommers thereunto is not made perfect) 
, Jo finding fault with them, he faith, Be- 
- FBcld, the dayes come, that I will make anew 
f EF LCovenant with the Houſe of Iſrael, and with 
- Fe Houſe of Judab, nor according to the 
; FiCovenant that 1 made with their Fathers 
| hen I rock them by the hand, and led them 
ent of Egypt; (for becauſe they abode net inn 
#3") Covenant, I regarded thim vot ſaith the 
I rd) But this # the Covenant that I will 
= wake 
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make with them aſter thoſe dayes, I willy þ 
my Law in their hear: ts, and write it im they 1 

inward parts, ana IT will be their God, au 
they ſhall be my people, Jer. 31.33. Ezet Fs 
37- 26, &c. Hebr. 8.8, 9, 10. and 10. 168-0 
T hey ſhall not need to teachcevery man hif 
Neighbour, or every man his Brethtr, ſayin 
K now the Lora,for they ſhall all know me, evi 
from theleaft tothe greatiſt of the 7m; and the \ 
their ſins @their iniquities will [remember 
wore : | Mark |Their Sins & their Iniquitiet 
will 1 remember no more ; : here ſuffer ni 
ro enlarge a little by the way : Now wherty 
Remilſion of fin is, there needs no mon” 
Offering for fin 5 and for this end ws/F* 

Chriſt made manifeſt to take away all ſin,&% C 
iN him was no ſin 3 howbeit the Children? 
of Darkneſs, who are Strangers to thei 
Covenant of Promiſe, being never ye 
come to the Zight, nor to the Second Ce 8” 
venaut, the New and Living Way ; they, 
T fay, that have nor received this, they ſa 
there is no redemption from under ſin;Þ 
rhereis none, ſay they, can be ſet free fron 
iniquity white on this fide the grave; there 
is not an upright man upon the Earth, fayÞ *© 
they, that doth 200d, and finneth not;Þ7 ! 
there is none ri; »hteous, no not one: a! | 
ſtrange Þ 
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range Doctrine in a Goſpel Day ; this 
zeneration uſed to bleſs che Name of the 
an{Y-ord for this Glorious Day, and Golden 
ze; Woe, and time ( ſaid ſome ) wherein his 
144 3olpel was fo purely taught and preached; 
iz Mark chis confuſion ] 1s the Goſpel purely 
Faught them, when they are yet in their 
ins; but it may be they have not received 
| * he Goſpel in Power and Purity, but in 
Same and word only; fer the Goſpel & the 
ie Power of God, Rom. 1. 16. or Chriſt Je- 
ſus tbe Light of the World, the —_— of 
$G:4, and the Wiſdom of God, I Cor. 1 
A who was manifeſted i take away [LE Z bo 
3 theſe will pretend rabe Goſpel men, and 
&4 Chriſtians, who fay none can be purified 
«from fin, and thereby fruſtrate the end of 
' the Lord, and make void his coming, who 
3 came to ſave his People from their ſins 5 and 
© he is able to ſave to the utmoſt them that come 
znto God by him; but,may it nor be faid,they 
| come noc unto God by bim, and they enter |, 
7 not in.at the Door, bur climbs up ſome | 
17 other way, that bolds {in for tearm of Lite, \ 
© which the Devil is Author and Lord of; 
7 = then whole Servants are they, let wiſe men 
| judge 5 a ſmokey Tenent, a principle of 
| Darkneſs afſended out of the Bottomleis 
l vat , 
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Pit ; ſure, no Chriſtians, what ere tel 198 
may profeſs : Whar, hath Chriſt ſufferg $PcE 
in vain * What, bach the ſhedding of hi 
Blood no more effet 2 Whar, is he ng 
able perfectly to ſave thoſe that come untg}F" 
God by him ? Is he nor able to ſave hiÞ 
people from their fins? Is he not able to 
redeem from death 2 Is his Hand ſhort 


ns 
is 


ned? Or his Power weakned? Is he no 


the ſame he was in the Apoſtles dayes? IF 


ot his Power the ſame yeſterday, to day,}F* 


and for ever? | Mark | Was he not given | 
for Salvation to the Ends of che Earth? 


Was henot ſent to redeem thoſe that weref# 
nnder che Law? Was he not ſent to ſave 


his people from their ſins ? Was he not | 
' ordained @ Light to lighten the Gentiles, 'F 


and the Glory of the People of 1ſracl! LE 


Yea, a Light ro lighten thoſe that ſit in 
Darkneſs, ana the Regions of the ſhadiw of 
Death, and to guiac their feet in the Way of 


Peace: Was he not manifeſted to take x. w 
our ſins? And was nor his Blood ſhed for þ 


thezemillion of ſins? the Apoſtle ſaid, yes: 


And if it be not ſo that our fins be done | 


away, nor we not ſandified, .-purified and | 


 clenſed through his Blood, nor do not Þ 
witneſs remiition nor forgiveneſs through | 


h1$ 
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Sis Suffering#and Death, and our Conſci- 
Tnces purged from dead works, and our 
bi ns done away in him : I ſay, if none have 
his benefic by him, then is our Faith vain, 
8nd we are ſtill in our fins, and both the 
Dpoftles and we are found falfe Witneſſes 
of bim ; but neither they nor we are falſe 
Witneſſes, for we know, (and they knew 
$efore us) T hat Life and Salvation is mans- 
$+/ted, and we bave ſeen it, and that which 
ay | $* have ſeen and heard we do declare, that je 
"Þight have Fellowſhip with us ; | Mark] 
; Wat ye might alſo obtain remithon and re» 
re {Wemption with us And thy indeed & the 
ve O4eſſage that we have heard of him, and re- 
gr Eived from him, and declare unto you, that 
; [Fed 4 Light, and in him is no darkneſs at 


the Light, then have we fellowſhip with 
y him, and one with another, and the Blood 
r BY Jeſws Chriſt clenſeth from all fin, &c 
. FEMark | ye Sons and Daughters of Dark- 
+ FÞc(s, that ſay none can be clenſed from 
{ Fil fin, but no marvel it Infidels fay fo, 
that never owns the Light, that never came 
; Ro the Blood of Sprinkling; chat never 
; came 
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came to the Blood (the Life) of the Cl 
venant that clenſeth and puriherh from 
ſin, but are ſtumbling and groping in darifife 
neſs, imagining in their dark minds thi 
all is like themſelves ; and theſe will me 
feſs- they know God, but they are LyaryZ 

(1 Jehn2. 44) tor they neither keep, no 
heheve that any can keep b1s Command 

ments ; but they ſeeing bur in part, þ 
Heyes that a man can but be in parc purits 
ed, and in part ſandified, but not chrough 
out : Now i would aﬆk them one Quel# 
on , wherefore none can be Jjandtihg 
throughout ? Is not that which ſanRif 
in part able to ſanRifie throughout ? Isn# 
the Blood of Chrilt able and ſufficient 
clenſe and purifie from ail fin > Was tte nf b 
able perieRly £o ſave thoſe raat come un 
God by tim? Yes, fureiv oe was, elie 
had been an imperſet Sacrifice; . butt! 
cauſe is, either they will not come to bi 
for Life and Sajvation ; or elſe, when ti 
do come, they abige not with Him, Nt 
continue not in obedience, iO: P3 eſs one 
ward to the Iigh caliing chat is in Chr 

Teſus; they fic down ſhore of the pr ze; til ' 
£0. not on unto perte&ion , raey faint, aÞ01 
are weary beiore the work. be compleat_pii 


"ol. 
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CaHznd finiſhed, like fooliſh Builders, and then 
ni{Fcontenc themſelves in their own vain ima- 
ailWeinations, and pleads inability, weakneſs, 
tizMand failing, which ( fay they) is infidenr 
pl o all men, thinking all like themſclves ; 
ar$Sut rbey meaſuring; all by themſelves, and 
nfcomparing themſelves with themſelves, 
aniÞ(viz.) with their own imaginations, are not 
viſe, as ſaid che Apoſtle 3 but Fobn ſaid, 
14s many as received him, to them he gave 
uolFPower to become the Sons of God, even to 
el hem that believe in his, Name, John 1. 13. 


lef.d if Sons , then Heirs, and Joynt- heirs 
tig»itb Chri/t; now Heirs doth inheric, bur 
500 unclean. thing doth inherit, therefore 
1; ons and Heirs muſt needs be ſanRified 
en{Fbroughout, and muſt needs be born again 
urifgof the holy clean Seed that inherits; and 
ſe ($@Þe Apoltle ſaid, Ne are the Off- ſpring of 
© $604, and the Off-ſpring of God mult needs 
 hif@Þc holy ; for as the Root 15s, fo are the 
 tiefranches 3 and as the Tree is, ſo is the 
Fruit. But 1 ſhall return to my former 
ſuf uv;ect again ( viz. ) the Second Cove- 
-hnfFtant, the Light or Law written in the 
tle{Peart, which we bave received, and there» 
, 3-FPore are not looking up tothe Mount that 
2atefWight nog be touched, and that burned 
j with 


Nl 
q & 3» 


fl % 


96) 
with fire, nor at Blackneſs, and Darknek 
and Tempeſts, nor at Figurative and Shx 
dowy things, Hebr. 10. 1, and 12-18,'22, 
&c, but we are come to Mount-Sion,, zh 
City of the Living God, to th? Neem 
Heavenly Jeruſalem, &c, and to feſws th 
Meatator of the New Covenant, ang toth 
#nchangeable Prieſthood , that enanreth fulſtri 
ever; for the Law maketh men high Pri: 

that have infirmities, that continmeth not by 
reaſon of aeath ; but the Word of the Oath 
which was ſince the Law, maketh the Sm 
High Prieſt, who us conſecrated for ever ; ani 
therefore he ts the ſurety of 4 better Teſtament, 
and ſuch a bigh Prieſt becomes us, and ſuci 
a one have we need of, who i holy, harml:(; {Wi 
wndefiled ſeparate from Sinners : Yea, this fr 
was his work, 1ſay, ſtill, and the end offs, 
his coming 0 ſeparate and fave his people(i@#3? 
from their ſins ; and this is Chriſt Jeſus aMhe 
high Prieſt of our Profeſſion, a Prieſt forſ$** 
ever after the order of Mdelchi/edecks who! 
is worthy of more glory then Moſes, inak ©: 
much as he that buildeth the Houle is wor-(#" 
thy of more glory then the Houſe ; now{W"+ 
Chriſt is a Son over his own Houſe, whicd he 
Houſe are we, if we hold faſt our confi" 


dence and hope to the end; wherefore be 
h 
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able to fave to the uttermoſt thoſe that 


zme unto God by him, ſeeing he ever 
yeth to make interceſſion tor them ,  buc 
is they ſtill doubt of, and cannot believe ; 
ho'are yet wading in the frothy unſtable 
atets, and ſtumbling in the dark, being 
ed with every windy vaniſhing Do- 
trine, and is not come to the breakings of 
he Day, to che Lighr, the Son I mcan ; 
or its the Son and Light that makes Day, 
1 makes all chings manifeſt, Epheſ, 5. 
Jobx 12, 36. I ſay they cannot belicve 
bs Do@rine, that any ſhould be ſaved to 
he uttermoſt ; and no marvel, for they 
re ſtrangers to the Covenant of Promile, 
he Light, and to the vertues and effets 
fthe Light which until I received & obey- 
d,l was as doubtfull as they, and did objeR 
gainſt it as incredible ;, bur 1 was of them 
be Apoſtle foreſaw, that /oke evil of things 
hey knew not ;, for I had not then known 
or tryed the Lighe, though it was in me, 
et 1 loved darkneſs rather ; even ſo d 
hey now, who ſpeaks againſt Light, wad 
hefufficiency of it, they ſpeak evil of thar 


They Know not, &c, in chat thing they cor- 


upr themſclves. 
But co proceed, I ſay Chriſt ſeſus is 
(5 come, 
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come, the New and Living Way, Why 
King, Prieft and Prophet z ſo the Coy 
nant is Changed, the Prieſthood is chang 
ed ; ſo there muſt of neceflity be a char 
of the Eaw alſo, and then Tythes x 
Oblations mult needs ceaſe, Hebr. 7. 12.h 
yerily they that were of the Sons of Ln 
who received che Office of che Prieſthod 
had a commandment to take T ythes of ti 
People; but it is evident, that after th 
fimilitude of Aelehi[edeck there ariſe 
anocher Prieſthood whois made not by th 
Law of a carnal Commandment, =s tit 
Sons of Lewis and Aaron was, nor conk 
crated by a carnal nominal Biſhop, ( 
Priefts are now) but he was made and 0 
dained by the Power of an Endleſs Lift| 
and this 18 no other chen the Son of Gol} 
who is conſecrated for evermore ; at 
faith che Apoltle (with this aſſertion) T ke 
is verily « diſanulling of the Commanamen 
going before, becauſe of the weakneſs ana s 
profitableneſs thereof : | Mark | hereis a diff 


anulling of the Commandment, what Gon : 


mandment ? The Law of the Carnal Conf 
mandment by which the Prieſts (rhe of 

| ſpring of Zev;) received their Office, an 
the Commandment by which they tool 
Tythts 
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ythes' of the People, read Hebr.-7, 
broughout ; ſo the Prieſthood being -no 
ore of Levi, nor the Sons of Aaron; 
hen there is no more Law, nor no” more 
ythes afcer the Firſt Covenant ,, for the 
New Covenant is eſtabliſhed, the Newand 
Living Way is made known, and the un- 
chargeable Prietthood being brought in, 
the Firſt: Covenant - and - Priefthood mutt 
needs give. place, the Law muſt needs be 


(cl abrogated, and the Commandment diſa- 


nolled, and the firſt Tabernacle and Sans 
Ruary muſt needs be turned out 3 and then 
all the Rices ard Ceremonies, and all the 
Appurtenances and Ordinances'of that 
Prieſthood, T abernacle and SanRuary mui! 
needs be turned out allo; then no more 
room for T ythes, (being an appurtenance 
or Ordinance of that Covenant) when 
Chriſt the Spiritual, Eternal, and Unchane- 
able High Prieſt is come, (and we ſay he is) 
a preater and more perfect Tabernacle; for 


PT he Firſt that ſtood in meatsand drinks, 
7 and divers waſhinps,-.and carnal Ordinan- 
J ces, was bur impoſed until the time of Re- 


formacion, being Figures for the time then 
preſent, | Mark | and but Shadows of good 
things to come, Hebr. 9. 10, and 10. 1, 

(3 2 and 
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and 8.5, Now, when doth the time ( 
Reformation enter, that you may ſhake oi 
the firſt Prieſthood, Tabernacle and OrdÞ 
nances? Is it not now high time for peopel*© 
to amend, repent and reform ? Is 1t not tint 
for men to work our their Salvation ? Is jf&* 
not time to maketheir calling and electiuF 
ſure? Is it nottime to turn from DarknehÞf 
ro Light, and trom Satans power to God] 
Is it not time to {eek the Kingdom of God, 
and the Righteouſneſs thereof ? Tf ſo, thalF” 
is. not the time of Reformation come! 
Is not the Spiritual appearance of the Sar 
of God come ? Is not the Comforter that 
leads into all Truth come? 1s not the 
ſound of the Everlaſting Goſpel come?} 
Is not the time in which the true Worſhip. | 
pers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit and 
{ ruth come ? ls not the Light that was gr 
ven for Salvation to the Ends of the Earth 
come? Is not the Light that gives the 
knowledge of the glory of God come? |. 
Is not he that convinces the World of Sin, |. 
of Righteouſneſs, and of Judgement come! Þ 
is not he chat is the Way, T ruth, and Lite 
come ?- Is not he that ſaves his People from IF. 
their {ins come? And is ic ndt now a time 
of Reformation ? Is it not now time to die 
Unto 


nt 
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Toto Sin, and awake unto Righteouſneſs ? 
Js it nor timeto put on the New Man,which 
Fenews into the Image of Ged, and-brings 
Wnt righceouſneſs and holineſs ? elſe in vain 
Is path the many and {large Profellions-of 
&17/and been; and to what purpoſe hath it 
Farried che name fo long of a holy-arid re- 
Formed Nation, if the time of Reformation 


w e not come e Indeed there is littte-more 
hey @mongſt many of the Tollerated Churches 
1e/88 England but Profeiſion only 3 amongſt 
500 81! the Lo here's, and Lo there'sz amongſt 
hr kl the many Diviſions, Denominations, 
he ets and Separations 3 amongſt all. the 


atherings, Societies 'or -Aſſembles, how 
w hath' the Womb” of Reformation 
eallybroughr forth ? and how many hath 
roved Abortives ? 'Vea, how many is 
trangled i*th Womb? Oh! be wiſt well 
hat he ſaid, who ſaid, Strait is the Gare, 
nd narrow t the Way that leadeth wunto 
\ Bite, and few there be that find it : yea, 
» [Pay 1 fay, few there be that ſeek afrer it ; 
, [$9d therefore muſt needs be few that find 
t. Oh 1 who can but lament, yea, mourn 
nd ſorrow in ſecret to ſee the preſent ſad 
nd miſerable eſtate of E»gland, who was 
ormerly accounted as a Nurſery of Chri- 
G 2 ſtianity 
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Kianity and Godlineſs 5 and how Is it no 
grown over -with Weeds, - Briers an 


ſet,up,!and the proud called happy ! Uh 
bow doth Idolatry grow and flouriſh, ani 
all manner of Abomination abound {! ye 
they, work wickedneſs greedily, makin 
haſt ro do evil, and are skilfull. to tran 
oreſs.; yea, they improve both. wats, lif 
time-and cſtates in the luſts and pleaſur 
oth, Fleſhz they commir lewdneſs 'with 
heart and band, their feet run to evil, and 
they are not at all aſhamed, neither do the 
bluſh they ſport themſelves with! ther 
abominations, and the fear of God/is no 
before their eyes. Oh, the unparallelli 
abominations that ſwims in, Ernglang) is un 
declarable ! Oh, how doth che Veſlels« 
the Whore flote upon her Waters! dure) 
ſurely, the juſt God will be avenged 
her, and will recompence her for;all be 


abominations, and notorious evils ; hewilf 


bring down the pride of her tout-hearted, 
2nd humble the heady high-mindedneſs 0 
ber high ones, and lay low the lofty look 
of her lordly Leaders, and ſeverely puoiſi 


Thiftles ? Ob, who doth not ſee hoy wick! 
edneſs.is eſtabliſhed, and fin increafeth aj 
flaodz,.how the Workers of Iniquity aþ 


hi 
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no he pride of her Princes ; Yea, his anger is 
ul {ready kindled,and his wrath ſhall ballance 
ciiFher wickedneſs, and who ſhall withſtand his 
49WPower, or who can divert his Decree: in 
| chat day the wickedneſs of the wicked 
U all be upon him, forneither Rock nor 
Mountain ſhall ſave them, they*ll find no 
over from the Storm, nor no biding place 
from the Tempeſt, though they now flatter 
themſelves with their own imapinations, 
and heal themſelves with ſmooth words, 
and fortifie themſelves with the arm of 
Fleſh, fitting like a Queen :bat ſhall ſee 
no ſorrow, making merry over the Wits 
neſs which lies lain in their Streets; yea, 
they hate to be reformed ; The Jaadges 
nog judge for Reward, the Prophets divine for 
ill Money, the Prieſts preach for Hire, and bare 
rule by their Means, and the People love to 
have it ſo. 

| remember Malachi complaining, cri- 
edout, O ye Prieſts this Commanament i for 
j jor, and it you will not hear, nenther lay it 
tg hears, I will bring a Care #pon you, and [ 
will Curſe your Bleſſings * for ye have as- 
parted- our of the Way, ye have cauſed man) 
jo tumble, therefore have I made you con- 
*emptible and baſe before all the People, Mal. 
£10 | ( y 4 2 « 
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2.1,2,8, 9. And is not this the ſlate o|We 
the Prieſthood of England, who. is rea|Wan 
enough io cry, Bring ye all the Tythes int 
to the Store-houſe, ( viz. into their|Gf 
Kitehins, Purſe and Pocket) and pay chenÞ 
(fay they duely, and cruely, liberally, and 
wich a chearfull heart, for God loves aÞ 
chearfull giver ; and then, ſay they, Got 
will remove his Judgement from among| 
you; andthoſe (let them be as vile asthey 
willy that will pay them liberally (and 
thar witch the better) and is ready to [top ins 
ro their monthes, and labour, and giveit 
tothem 3 to ſuch they will cry Peace, peace, 
and ſay ſuch a one is a very boneſt man,and 
they will befriend him in any matter of 
concernment before Magiſtrates, 8c. but 
he that ceaſeth to op into their mouths, 
(let him be as honeſt as he will}. again! 
him they prepare war, and cry, Bring ye al 
the Tyrhes, &c, when as it was they that 
Aalichi complained of, that robbed God in Þ 
Tythes and Offerings, Val. 2.1. and 1.6. it Þ 
was they thar d:ſpiſea his Name: it was they 
that offered pollut:d bread, and rhe blind, and 
l:me and (ck ſer Sacrifice, &c, Who amongſt 

yew, faith he, will Dut' a dior for naught, or 
will kindle a fire on mine Altar for zawght, 
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erſe 10. and are they not ſo now, -who 
amongſt them will ſhut a door for nought ? 
hich of them hath any thing to preach, 
f the people have nothing to give ? nay, 
bey cannot relie of the peoples gifr, bur 
hey muſt know what Revenue belongs .uns 
0 the Incombent, or Miniſter of that 
place, and bow it doth ariſe; and it .mult 
deconfirmed to them either by the Biſhop, 
apiſtrates, or Donators, &c. thus they 
Bargain, :yea, they are as expert Mer- 
hants as ever Babylon bred, obſerving their 
ime for trading 3 and when they bave en- 
oyed. a Benefic Ten, Twerty or Thirty 
ears, if anotbcr fall vacant of a greater; 
Revenue, Stipend or:Value, then they be- 
tir themſelves, with all diligence, by,wrt- 
ing, running, riding, &c.. Fo ſome will 
ot let to ride Poſt tq and again ). to 
he Donators, Biſhops, or ſuch as can 
mpower and inveſt-ehem 1n_ſuch a place 3 


Bod having obtained it, then they will be. 
Fore; there, ſay they, a man may live com- 


ortably, this is a' poor ſorry mean place, 
aving this or the other _1oconvenience : 
nd thus they ſhew themſelves unto all.; 
or it appears their comfort is fleſhly eaſe, 


nd their end is great Benefices, and their 


eFTia! 
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cain is filthy lucre, rheic god (they chie 

ſerve) is their belly, and what will be the 
reward ? hence they fulfil the old pr 
verb, No Penny, No Pater Noſter; na 
not ſo much as a Homily, or Farwel Set 
mon ; Benefit raken' away, they are ſtruc 
dumb. 

Andthey are ſo far ſhort of the Priel 
in Malach;'s dayes, that they will kindlen 
fire at all, they will keep no Store-hout 
at all, neither tor the Poor, Widow, F 
therleſs, Orphant or Scranger; (cheſe mul 
begin the Country) Tyrhes is conficme 
rous, ſay they, for our maintenance an( 
livelihood by the Law of God and mat 
that ſo we may be leſs cumbred in th 
World, and may devote and give up ot 
ſelves more to the Serviceand Worſhip 
God, and atrend the Church : And thu 
they claim Tythes to be theirs, and yet (# 
I faid before) they will keep no ftore-hout 
to Maintain the poor out” of, as they di 
under the Law ; nor they'll kindle no fit 


on the Alrar, neither will they ſacritice of 


offer any thing unto the Lord out of thet 


Tythes and Firſt-fruirs;chey'll neither ſacriÞ 


fice Bull nor Goat, Lamb nor Dove, neiche' 
Cake nor fine Flower, nor Bread leaver 


{ 


ly 
\£ 


d 
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net. nor unleavened, neither meat-offering 
th-Sor drink-offering, fin-oftering, peace-04- 
profcring nor trefpaſs-offering, nor any man- 
najWcr of oblation according to the Levitieal 
Sera, and yet they muſt have Tythes paid 
-nc{bem as they were then, all that Law,-fay 
hey, t5-abgliſhed fince Chriſt came inthe 
| leſh, ſave; that ſweet mortel of Tythes 
e\bich 1s {@ pleaſant: to cheir pallat, life 
onMdcbar's wedge of Gold, and Babyloniſh 
arment, oſs: 7. 23, which they covet as 
nulWnuch as he did, and would fave alive, as 
mas! did the King of che Amalekeres, and 
he. beſt. of the {poil as Sheep, Oxen and 
\ariit atiings, &6.4; Saw. 1 5+9.even ſo.they would 
have Fythes Kepc up above all the reſt of 
the Ordinances, Cergmonies, and Services: 
p oof the firkt Tabernacle, and tbat thadowy 
Diſpenſation,, T ythes is the ſweeteſt of; all, 
many of the reſt would be, troubſe and. coſt 
vil co-chem, ang diminiſh cheir. Revenue; S9: 
dif hele they conteis-ro be abelithed, and why: 
Erb not T yrhes ſay 1.2, Of what inſtitution» was 
8 Tythes -..0n,for what term more then, the 
ef reſt, char.they mult not be aboliſhed, with 
118 the reſt 2 1 koow no cauſe'bur the reaſons 
eff aforeſaid crept in amongſt, their Anceltor, 
ny Or Mother the Charch of Rowe in the Night 
J of Apoltacy. Then 
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Then again, theres chat in Zoke 11.4 
where Chriſt ſaid; Yo #nto you Scribes 
Phariſees, &c. from which they infer tha 
Chriſt allowed the' payment of Tythes wi 
derthe Goſpel ;*indeed ſo ſayT that Chrit 
there allowed the payment of Tyrhes, (th 
Scribes and - Phariſees being as under th 
Law) but not underthe Goſpel 3 its true 
he condems them forthe nepleR of weigh 
tier jmatters, as Judgment, &c. may not! 
accordingly condemn both Prieſt and Pev 
ple now ; he faid; they ſtrained -at a Gnat 
andi{wallowed & Camel 3 'may notT ſay { 
now to them that makes ſo much ad 
about Tythes, and neglects things of great 
er weight; as departing from Iniquity, . 
2s Swearing, Lying, Covering, Stealing,Op-W. * 
prefiins; Defrauding, Cozening, Drinking, 
Cheating, Adultery; Fornaication, and ma 
ny more chings- of greater weight, walk 
Ins in-diſobedience to what God hath mi 
nifell ed by his Light in eheir Conſciences ; 
doing that which they ought not, and 
ſeaving- undone whac chey ought, they 
are {at beſt) but like the Phariſees, ſtick» {| 
ing at the oucfde things, as Tythes, Ordi- 
nances of the Church, ſo called, Confor- Þ. 
mity, and the like Traditions required by F 

| men, 
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zen, but never ſhewſo much zeal and di- 
gence to keep their Gonſciences clear, 
nd to obſerve what is required of them by 
he Lord ; they'[] pretend'a great zeal for 
he Church: ard Government, &c. bur 
then appears ſo much zeal for God, and 
he keeping of his Commandments, and of 
pving him with all their heart, Bur to 
OMe more *polſitively to the point of his 
lowing of Tythes in this place, I ſay, | 
rant it, for they were then under the Law, 
nd the Law was but a fulfilling, For he came 
rt 0 deſtroy the Law, but to fulfil it, which 
ediq obſerve in the dayes of his Fleſh, 
ntil he had offered up himſelf a perfe&t 
nd everlaſting Sacrifice; then he ſaid, 1: x 
ſed; then came in the Second Cove- 
ant, and took place of theFirfl, (it being 
fanulled.) the Second was eſtabliſhed 
ilk hen his Blood was ſbed, by which Salva. 
on was obtained, for without ſhedding of 


ni- | | 
es) lood there 14 no remsſſion: So may not we as 
4 ſtly condemn then the Tything Prieſts, 
in | 
17 d other fiery Zelots in our Age, who is 


Fr. d exact for their Tythes, as if Salvation 
di. pended in that particular, and 1s very 
| Fegligent in ſeeking after righteouſnels, 


by 7 and reformation of life ; but contra- 


rily. 
en, 
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rily, 1f any ſeek after God, ior the Knoy 
I:zdge ci bis Way and Truth, chew chey © 
out of ipch ith open mouth, as Fanarich 
Schiſmaticks, Seducers, Erroneous þ 
ſons, who fſeck to he wiſer then their to 
fathers ; What-is become of »chem; 
they , that thee Way and Worſhip thu 
ſerved them cannc: ſerve you, bur ya 
muſt have anew Way of your own, Cc 
erary to Church and Scare? I now 'remen 
ber ſome of the (ame ſpirit ſa1d to the Apt 
ſtles, They were ſetters up of ſtrange ga 
bringers inoef new D:&rine, turners of 1! 
World upſide dewn , away with thim, th 
ranght the people againſt the Law' and t| 
Cuſtoms of the Place and People, they » 
net worthy tolive; io that 1 tee by expe! 
ence, T hey that live after the Fleſb perſeen 
thoſe that live after the $Spiritin every Aft 
bur I {tall not here infiſt, but asI haveſs 
before (to that of: Exe) he ſpoke ro the 
that was yer urder che Judaical | ay 


(bur fo am nor |) and was a tulfillic 
chem, as appears elſewhere by his ſaying! 
Jobn about Baptiſm, S»ffer it to be ſo mn 
for ſo it becomes us to falfil all righteouſni| 
{o he was but.a compleating that Diſpe! 
{ation , but when he came to ſuffer, a 

Wi 
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was lifted up upan the Croſs, he ſaid, Ire 
finiſted ,, then he put an end to all the Or- 
dinances of the Firſt Tabernacle, and 
brought in- the Second, the unchangeable 
Prieſthood, which ſtands for ever after the 
order of Melcbiſedeck. Thus much for 
Tythes as they were due under the Law, 
and no where elſe, and as chey were an 
Ordinance amongſt the Jews only in the 
Land of Cazaan, and no people elſe; for 
its ſaid, He gave bu Statutes ana his Jud 
ments t0 Tſrael, to every Nation he did 
not {o, buc I am no Few, therefore not 
under that Law, but rather of the ſtock of 
the Geytiles, (as 1s believed) and Tything 
among the Gentiles 1 never yet read of; 
and Chriſt the end of the Law for righte- 
ouſneſs ſake (and the Heart and Life of 
what the Law figured out) being come, 
netcher 7:ws nor Gentiles ought to be any 
longer under Shadows and Figures, &c, 

But agatn,when their claiming of Ttyhes 
by vertue of the Moſaical Laws is over. 
turned, and will not hold plea 7are Divs- 
0, (as they ſay) then they berake them 
(0 another, 4hat is, 74re hamano, or The 

vil Laws of this Nation, by which Laws, 
Way they, T ythes is eſtabliſhed and m_ to 
i - them 
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them (lay the Prieſts) by vertue of 'thei 
place and Office) as a moſt competent 
livelihood for ther and their' Families: 
In anſwer whereunto I ſay, that the radi 
and grand original property of this Tirl 
and Claim did and doth ſtil} ariie from the 
Moſaical or Levitical Law, (which 1s dif 
anulled and done away in Chriſt, as is 
before proved) and hence they are ac- 
counted a Spiritual propriety,and therefore 
a (prerended ) Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical 
Law and Court is kept and appointed (by 
Epiſcopal Authority, within their ſeveral 
|uriſdiRtions, diſtin from the Civil Laws) 
only for thecrial and recovery of Tythes, 
and ſuch other matters as they account © 
Spiritual 3 and this Levitical Initicution is M ® 
che ſole Bafis and Foundation upon which bo 
their Civil Law depends, & the Foundation 
being taken away the Structure or Build- WW 
ing falls 3 fo chat being diſanull'd in Chriſt, Þ | 
the Civil Law bath no more power, ſo that b 
the Title of Tythes is loſt. Now again, Il | 
every Law is or ought to be grounded up 
on Equity, and ſound Reaſon, and Righte» 
ouſneſs, and for ſome conlorentious and 
vious, honeſt end and purpole;' as the Pre- 


itble to all Lays do hold forth, which 8 
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therfhe Key that opens the myſtery, ground, 
eteniWrtent: and end of every Law and Statute 
lies Whatſoever 3 ſo that of Hexry the 8th 
-2dirWbout Tyches, doth not inſtitute, enact or 
T icle@rdain, ſettle or impoſe them as a Tempo- 
\ theſFal Civil InjunRion, but they are there 
dicWalled Spiricual Gifts belonging to holy 
s i|burch, and becauſe many doth deny the 
2c: Wayment, &c. ſo this AR doth but enjoyn 
he payment of them, as a ſuppoſed due 


calf&Þnd righe formerly belonging to holy 
byMChurch 3 and therefore doth but (at che 
ral utmoſt ) repair, ftrengthen and preſerve 


that which was like to decay, but doth nor 
ſet up any new ſtructure, property or title ; 
nt fo the reaſons of this Law being taken 
is away (which is, chat they are a ſuppoſed 
h 8 due) this AR is nulled. 
1 Theſe: before mentioned being the only 
. & main Grounds and Reaſons whereupon 
Tythes are claimed and payed , which 1 
- Þ bope is fatisfaRorily antwered ; indeed, 
# ſome more frivilous ObjeRions are made ; 
(4s, what will not many fay to ſave them- 
| ſelves when cheyare in an exigent ?. yea, 
brawl, menace, - perhaps beat with wicked 
fiit, revile or fcoff, ard it may be ſer an 
Officer on one; and hale him before a Mx- 
H giſtrate, 
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giſtrate, &c.) I ſay many more they mak irg 
c0 little purpoſe, as that in Lake 18» wherF - 
the Pharsſce payed Tythes of all be poſſe 7 
ſed, which hath little in it, unleſs the 
would be condemned (with him} as a Phe) © 
riſee with their outkde holineſs : other) 2 


ſay, T hos ſhalt not muzle the mouth of th - 
Ox that treadeth out the Corn, I ſay (0 too, : 
if they be Oxen let them be unmuzled, an( p 
live of what they tread out, which is {| 4 
little that they never durſt rely upon it ye, Þþ tt 
but they are more idle then ſuch Oxen, &c. c 
this is like their plowing in hope, and ſow- , 
ing in hope, which for the moſt part fails 4 


before they either plow or ſow z for in Y 


co the 1ncombent, and howit doth ariſe; Þ 
this you may fay is too true : Again, fay Þ 
they, He that gathers a F lock, let him eat of | 
the milk of the Flock ;, (indeed ſo ſayT) but 

they either get no flock gathered, or elſe 

their Flock 1s barren, and gives no milk, | 
or otherwiſe the milk they give doth not 
ſatisfie, which makes them qull, tug and 
draw 


which of the Prieſts did ever the bope en» Þ 
dure until he reaped the fruic of bis plow-Þ} 
ins or ſowing? but rather firſt he muſt Þ 
know what ſtipend there is, what T ythes | 
or Glebe-lands, or other Revenue belongs Þ} \ 

| 
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4 dra;y ſo hard for milk, meat and mainte- 
# nance from others pertaining co another 
7 Flock-which they never gathered, as daily 
| experience teacheth to cheir ſhame, and 
7 to the ſhame of all that are gathered by 
| them: Again, (fay they) 1f we have ſown 


| wnto.you Spiritual things, us 5t 4 great mat- 


ter if we reap yory Carnal things? I ſay its 
nopreat matcer, but rather the part and 


 ducy of a Chriſtian, but ro whom have 
! they ſown Spirituals? Iam ſure not to me, 
8 for L, W. hath miniſtred nothing to me, 
! but thac which 1s earchly, and favours of 
x death, (as | haveelſewhere faid) which de. 
! ſerves not my Carnals, nor any other main- 


renance from me; not that 1 am ſtraic- 


| handed, or ſo knit and joyned to: the 
| things the Lord hath endued me with, bur 
| Ican difiribute them freely to fuch as ſow 


Spirituals, and miniſters freely from the 


| Mouth. of the Lord, or to any other in 


neceſſiry 3 bur L. WV. (as 1s welk'known) 


| hath no ſuch neceſlity, for all his eager 


purſuic afrer my Carngls theſe Three or 
four years laſt paſt; but he hath coveted an 


| evil covetouſneſs, to. ſet his neſt on high, but 


thereby bath not delivered his Soul from 


| the power of evil,buc hath conſulced contu- 
| ftonto his ſhame. H 3 $9 
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So ſtill I fay the grand Title Rood in the Þ 
Moſaical Inſtitutions, all which pointed a | 
Chriſt, and Chriſt being come, they fall Þ 


flat, and to them a petiod 1s ſet z for its 
evident for ſome bundreds of years after 


Chriſt, their was neither Claim nor Pay: 
ment of Tythes, nor no fetling or con- Þ 


fining of Miniſters to ſuch and ſuch Pz- 
riſhes or Places, but they that received 
freely, preached freely, and went from ont 
Country to another, and from one people 


to another, as they were drawn by the Sp 
rit of the Lord; and in thoſe dayes thefe 
was no ſetled nor forced maintenance be- Þ 


longed unto them, but they who received 
Spirituals, and were brought into the Faith 
and Feliewſhip of the Saints they admini- 
ſtred of cheir Femporals freely without 
any injundion, (as many hatb done in Eng 


iand theſe late years) and the Lord having Þ 


* 


ey Coil 


opened the hearts of many (as Lydia) they . 


called them inco their Houſe, being open Þ 
to diſtribute to their neceſlities3 ſo that F 


they that ſet forth withour money or Þ 


ſcrip, &c. wanted nothing : yea, 1 be- 
lieve many of the Lords Miniſters and Set- 
vants (called Quakers) bath travelled (in 
tbeic late years) many burdred of miles, 

ITOM 
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© from one people and Nation to another, 
7 having been perſecuted, and beat, and 
7 haled ro Priſon, and out of Priſon, here 
and there amongſt a ſtrange Nation and 
People which they knew not, who when 
| they et forth could not aſſure themſelves 
of one nights lodging, or one meals meat, 
and yet they were in every place ſufficient- 
ly provided for,and had no want, they only 
7 caſt cheir care upon the Lord, and lived 
Y upon the Goſpel, being preachers of it, 
” 7 and by the Faith of the Son of God, as did 
" © the Primitive Chriſtians in the Apoſtles 
dayes, and ſome hundred of years after, 
until the Power of Chriſtianity was loſt, 
and the Apoltacy crept in,and then they fell 
into Forms and Immitations, Rowe being 

7 the leading Church ſecled Biſhops, Vicars 
© andPrieſts,and crefted Monaſtreys, Abbeys 
| and Religions Houſes, and placed them 
6 & there, and brought in the old Rices and 
Cuſtoms of the Jews again, (under a co- 
4 


lour of Zeal and Piety) perſwading the 
People to give gifts to pious uſes , {0 en- 
jaynivg them co one thing after another, 
until their Traditions were received as Ca- 
& Nonical, and amongſt the reſt brought un 
© this of Tythes again,which tor a long time 

; | H 3 was 
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was payed at the Owners pleaſure, either 


to the poor, or to the aforeſaid Monaſte Þ 
ries and Religious Houſes for pretended Þ 


Spiricual uſes 3 and when they ſaw that the 
greater part diſtributed their Tythes to 
the poor, Pope Alexander the third did 
reſtrain the peoples freedoms, A nn 1 180, 


Ne 


And Pope Gregory ordained that Tythes Þþ 


ſhould not be diſtributed to the poor, but 


tothe Mother Church, Ax»0o 1274+ And Þ 
Pope Pius the fourth ordained the pay- Þ 
ment of Tythes upon penalty of Excom. Þ 
munication by a Council at Treyt, about Þ 


the year 1560. And thus they crept in 


again, ( 25 they fell from the Power of F 
Godlineſs) then they began to build again Þ 


that which was before deſtroyed, and ſo 
brought in theſe old Ordinances again, in 
1mmitation of the Moſaical Law, and (0 
came to force and compel a Maintenance 
(for a Prieſthood and Miniſtry which was 
not of Levi's Linnage) which was nevet 
uſed nor known amongſt the Chriſtians 
in the purity of the Goſpel ; bur being 
little acquainted or read in the State of 
rhe Church as 'it did deſcend from the 
Primitive times downwards to this day, 
I ſhall be more ſparing ia chings there- 

- unto 


PI | 


_- Cn 
unto pertaining , and for the further ſa- 


7 tisfaRion therein, (and how Rome, and 
7 other Churches, fell from their Primi- 
7 tive purity, and how they brought in 
' Tythes and the Relicks of Judaiſm again) 


and every External extant Ordinance or 


; Tradition now allowed and eſtabliſhed 


throughout all Erxrope) I refer the Rea- 
der to A. Pearſon's Book, called, T he Great 


; Caſe of T1thing, and alſo to Francis How- 


7ill's Books, the one, called, The Glory 


* of the True Church Diſcovered in its Pu» 
| rity, where he proves Tythes no Goſpel 
| Ordinance; the other, called, The Great 
| Caſe of Tything once more Revived, Cc. 


where the State of the Church in the Pri. 
mitive times, and downward from year to 
year, and che bringing in of all the Romifh 
Stuff, and Superſlitious Traſh is ſufficient- 
ly treated of, and may be fatisfaRory to 
any ſober Reader that deſires to be in 
{trufted. 

Now it appears clear, that that Law by 
which Tythes was payable and due under 
the Firſt Covenant was only eſtabliſhed 
among the Fews, (as I ſaid before) and 
that in the Land of Canaan, being a pe- 
culiar people, to whom he gave his Laws 

H 4 and 
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and his Statutes for ever, as its ſaid, Pſal, 


il 


147. 19. and its believed we are not of |er' 
the Jews Genealogy, neither of the Of na 


ſpring of any of the Tribes of 7/-ae! ac- 


Red 


cording to the Fleſh 3 and therefore (if|{th 


Tythes were yet an Ordinance in force) 
as to the contrary is ſufficiently proved) 


ought not to be paid by us by vertued 


that Law and Covenant, we being of the 
Gentiles Stock by Nature, (is authentical) 


and fo hath nothing to do with the Or 


dinances of J1ſrael according to the Fleſh, 


who was the natural Branches unto whom Þ 


pertained the Law, and the Covenant, and 
the Oracles of God, and they fell through 


unbelief, and by their fall we came to be Þ 
ingrafted, and we ſtand by Faith, which 
the Gift of Ged, a Myſtery held in a pure 


Conſcience, and not by the obſervation 
of the Ordinances of the Jews, and the 
Firſt Covenant : So let the blind Prieſts 
and DoRtors lay their hands upon their 
mouthes, and be aſhamed of their grols 
adſurdity, and iuptd Sences being mudlcd 
and jumbled in obſcurity wich their many 
Arts and Sciences, multiplicity of Tongues, 
and divided Languages, one pleading one 
ching, and another pleading another, un- 
tit 


ca 
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Pſa, il they become like Froth upon the Wa- 
t offers, which while not touched appears 
Off: Fnatecial and ſubſtantial, but if once hand- 
' ac-[Med waſteth and vaniſhethaway ; ſo doth 
* (if [their windy deformed Doctrine, and typi- 
rce) cal Tenents, who hath Jong preached and 
ed) Mtalkedof a Covenant of Grace, which is 
eol 9 till a Myſtery, or as a Book Sealed to 
the MW them while they are ſtuddying and muſing 
al) in their Greek and Latine Libraries, not 
«If at all perceiving the Vail, orthe Wall of 
{ Partition that {}ands between them and 
7 the Covenant of Grace unbroken down 
# and removed. 

s One other Objection is in my mind, 
xe | which is this, ſpeaking of Melchiſedeck 
» © whoreceived the Tenth of the Spolls from 
e 

7 

) 


* Abraham , its ſaid, Levi, who received 
Tythes pajed Tythes in Abraham ; and 
further he faith, Heye men that die recerve 

' Tythes , but there he received them of 
whom it & Witneſſed that be liveth 5 now, 
what objeftion can be made from theſe 
words, Here men that aie receive T ther, 
but there, &c? the words hath relation to 
two times or places, Or as here or there; 
as here” jn this-time, and there in that 
time; for the Law being 430 years after 

Abraham, 
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Abraham, or after the Promiſe was mabhÞ*"! 
to Abraham, Galat. 3. 17. muſt needs bf !* 
nearer to the Apoſtle, or to the dayesÞ 4s & 
the Apoſtle, then the day that AbrabaÞ& 
gave the Tenth of the Spoil to AMelchiſsf " 
deck , by ſo many years 3 ſo that he migh|*. 
well ſay bere when he ſpoke of the SonÞſF*" 
of Levs, and there when he ſpoke of Me. 'c 
chiſedick; but if any fay it hath relation IM. 
rothe very Age and Day when the Apoil: W 
ſpoke it, (which is diſputable) yer I my " 
fay now as he ſaid then, Here men that die Þ ” 
receive Tythes / yea ſuch as are dead while | © 
they live) and not onely receive Tythes, \ 7 
but perſecute, impriſon, and in a manner Þ 
robfor Tythes ſuch as doth not give con- | a 
trary to Law or Cuſtom, but I allow not F 
ſach : 1 may ſay here Miniſters in England I} 
Swear, Lye, Covet, Oppreſs and Perſecute Þ 
exceedingly for Tythes, and yet pretend Þþ * 
ro be Goſpel Miniſters , but I ſay again, Þ. 
T allow not ſuch, neicher believe they are 
Goſpel Miniſters ; fo this makes little (in 
my judgment) for Tythes under the Go- 
ſpe]: Then again, there he received Tythes 
(viz, Melchiſedeck ) of whom it ts witneſſed Þ 
that he livethy and Chriſt is ſaid ro bea Þ 
Prieſt for ever after the Order of —_— l 
deck, | 


(2123) 
mab{Fieck ; Now if any infer from hence thar 
's ph yches or Firſt-frujrs belongs to Chriſt, 
eg Þs being, or coming in Melchi{edeck's Or- 
baypier 3 Lay, rather it bach reference to his 
;n(Samucabilicy and unchangableneſs, then 
io} (aking of Tythes ; for its ſaid, He was 
on $4 our deſcent, without beginning or end 
Mae? dajes; and ific related eo Tythes , firſt, 
I fay co that, ic was but the Tenths of the 
0 (Spoils, and not of all his Eſtate and In- 
{creale, clean and unclean, as they are now 
{claimed : And ſecondly, I hope you'll 
J zrant Chriſt a Spiricual Prieſt, and there- 
I fore, if any will give, ic muſt be the Firſt- 
er Id fruits and Tenths of chings Spiritual, and 
in- [7 fot Carnal, elſe there 1s no agreement 
at þ nor coherence ; For Sacrifice and Offerings 
vg [#7 would not, tor be being Spiricual accepts 
ce nothing bur what is Spiritual, and pro- 
14 þ ceeds from the meaſure of his own Spirit 
and I ruth in every one; and herein let as 


0 , 
« þ, many offer and give unto the Lord as will, 
\ and as much, and as often as they will, I 
. | allow of ir, if it be a Spiritual Offering in- 
; | iced. 

4 ; ; 

; Thus much in Defence of my Innocent 


 ouffering, being thus far convinced in my 
Judg- 


——— —— — —— —— >> —— = 


(14) 
Judgment, and perſwaded in my Hey 


and Conſcience, I dare not allow ng 
yield to anything ſonoxious to my Cot 
ſcience, and contrary to the Goſpel Di 
penſ{ation and the Law of the Spirit q 
Life in Chriſt Jeſus, being . (as is befor 


proved) in the firſt place figurative, .in{.1 
poſed for the time then preſent, unril thi" 
time of Reformation : Secondly, being pl 
only an Ordinance among the *ews, an(|if 
ſuch as were under the Law, and not tg cal 
the Gentiles, nor ſuch as are under th 
Goſpel. Thirdly, being claimed as Spiri 
tual by Divine Inſticution , when as th Y=*® 
extent and ſcope of the Inflitution is tinil-W** 
ed and ended, and is cherefore now no more - 
Spiritual then the reſt of the nine parts, Þ 
And laſtly, being generally dedicated, Þ 
payed and received for che uſe and main-F | 


tenance of an Antichriſtian, dark Man- 
made Miniftry, who only ſeeks ours, and ( h 
not us; for which, the wiſeſt and learnedf 
of :hem can neither produce precepr not 
preſident from Chriſt, or any other hi; 
Apoſtles, Miniſters and Servants in the Þþ © 
Primitive purity of che Church, being an \ 
old Ordinance of Moſes renovated in the F 
Remyh Apoltacy,and Traditionally _ | | 
1K 


- = Fn” 
d by Papiſtical Authority over all the 


P yropsen Nations, as doth fully and larg- 
| ily appear in thoſe pithy and ponderous 
ie of$407%s of the before recited Authors 4. F. 


efor 


[I 
[ th 


elng 
and 
1 


th 


th 


nd F. H. this Title of Tythes having ſuch 
pleaſant delighrſom reliſh, it hath been 
ill retained amongſt all the Reformed 
Rulers in Church and State, who bath 
ſo largely profeſſed to caſt off the Papiſti- 
cal Toke. 


Now I ſhall proceed to ſay ſomething 
to thoſe my Neighbours and Pariſhoners, 
amongſt whom | bave bad my converiati- 


Fon in times Paſt, and a ſociety when I 
{ wrought the will of the Fleſh, who have 
$ known my manner of life from a child 
{I fay to ſuch; what have I done? what have 


| thought? what have 1 ated or ſpoken 


{ that hath deſerved any ſuch meaſure as I 


have received from L.IW ? or what evil 
bhavel done? or what occaſion have l given 
to any mans perſon, good name or eſtate 
at any time ? eſpecially ſince 1 affociated 
amongſt the People called Quakers, ler 


| bim, you, or any of you, or any other 
| perſon come forth, that can juſtly charge 


any thing againlt me, wherein 1 bave dam- 
nified 
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nified any one the. value of a penny, ar 
have denied to give fatisiaftion, or hay 
offered violence toany one'ones Dog, an 
{ thall willingly (upon dueproof) mak 
i#cxnowledgment and fatisfaRion to the ut 
moſt-of my power ; for bleſſed be thy 
Lord- thy» Righceouſneſs and Redeemer ſho 
there is no thing upon. my Conſcienc 
and fpirir,,but what is between the Lord 
and my own ſoul in matter of my. Teſi-W 1? 
mony ; yea, everlaltingly magnified be the 
Righteous Lord my Preſerver, to whoſe 
Praiſe | deſire to ſpeak it, that though 
L, W. and manyoothers have fought occy 
lion, and have' waited for my - balting or 
falling, they have not yet ſeeniit, nor pot 
no occafion againſt me (fave 'abour the 
F,1w- 4nd- Worſhip of my -God:;! or the !* 
bolding forth my Teſtimony and'exerciſt 


of my Conſcience towards him, tor which - 
L.have been reviſed, \'mocked avdreproach 

ed amongſt you; yea; the Children in } 
:he Streets have played upon; me with : 
-heir tongues 3 this' I ſpeak to- their (or 6 
their Parents) ſhame, bur was as joy and | 
rezoycihp to my. Soul, being tor righteoul- 

neſs ſake , the Blefling of the Lord was 


with me, and. mine Enemies knew 1t nor, 
1.0! 


(127) 

nor they that dwelt in darkneſs ſaw it 
not. 
This further I have to propound to 
you, whether ye can allow of it? or that 
it would be juſtifiable in the Law of Equity 
and true Judgment, that my Servant 
ſhould fue you at Law, make {poi}, and 
carry away Your goods, and ca{t your pet» 
ſons into Priſon, and after all ſeek to make 
your eſtates forfeit and confiſcate, and all 
for the wages and recompence of the ſer- 
vice he hath done for me ? which of you 
would approve of ſuch work, or ot me 
in keeping ſuch a Servant?! would you not 
rather' ſay ro me, if 1 have hired a Ser- 
vant, and imployed him, pay him and 
maintain him alſo; why doth he trouble 
you ? what have you ro. do to pay bum for 
my work, ſeeing heis my Servant? ls not 
this the caſe between me and you? Is nor 
L. I. your Miniſter, and alſo your Ser- 
vant ? And by what Law or Reaſon ought 1 
t0 pay him for doing your ſervice? Hath 
either: you or he a. preſident in all the 
Scriptures of any ſuch unequal deeds ? 
Did ye ever read of any of the Churches, 
or Servants of Ged in. Apes paſt chat uſed 
ſuch things? I trow not, If I had diſtri- 
| buted 


(1423) 

buted voluntarily it bad been one thing, 
bur being ſued and compelled chereunts, 
therefore [ complainz may not I ſay to 
you, why do you hiremore Servants then 
you catt pay? Or why. do you keep more 
then you areableto maintain? Elite, why 
am | thus perſecuted for his maintenance? 
May nat I ſpeak this to your ſhame? be- 
ing io many (asT may ſay) for one Servant, 
you are either hard Maſters, and very pe- 
nurious and ſtrait-handed to your Servants, 
or elſe your Servants are very {aviſb, 
proud, profane and prodigal, and hath much 
maintaining ; Did ever any Miniſter of £!" 
ours (called a Qwaker) come among you to W* 
ſue & caſt into Priſon for their Maintenance £Y” 
and livelihood ? or what would you fayit b 
they ſhould ? I believe you would con- {4 
demn both us and them; and indeed we ({'" 
ſhould be greatly aſbamed, if they ſhould; NP 
for my part, 1 had rather adminiſter to the of 
laſt mite, then any ſuch cauſe of aſperiton 
ihould be given againſt us, and alſo teſtihe 
again(t them as no Miniſters of Chriſt that 
Preaches for any ſuch ends ; if they be 
Goſpel Miniſters, let their Goſpel rain: 
rain them, or let them labour with their 
bands , though many have ſaid, _ 
10% 
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Jiforderly and unmannerly People ,. but I 
firm we have better orders and manners 
zmongſt us then you have, for your Ser- 
ants are become your Maſters, and Lords 
© over you, and both: in that, and many 
xther things, diſorder and confulion is 
x" wa you, as.they that built Babel 
f old» 

I remember well what Malachs faith, 
camplaining of the Prieſts, AZal. 2. 2, 3, 
&, to verſe 9. 1 will ſend a Carſe upon 
ow, I'll Curſe your Bleſſings; yea, 1 have 
Curſed them already : Behola, I'll eorrapt 
Jiur Seed, and ſpread dung npon your Facer, 
and ye ſhall know that - I_ have ſent thy Com- 
mandment unto you, that my Covenant might 
be with Levi, my Covenant was with him 
of Life and Peace, the Law of Truth was 
in bis Mouth , for the Prieſts Lops ſhould 
preſerve knowledge 3 but ye are departed out 
of the Way, ye have cauſed many to ftum- 
ble at the Law 3 ye have corrupted the Co= 
venant of Levi, (faith he) therefore have I 
mage you contempiible and baſe before all tit 
People. ,{ Mark, now | Is not this the caſe 
and condition of the preſent Prieſthood 
and Clergy of England, thoſe neutraliſts, 
tar are neither Miniſters of the Law nor 
I Goſpel ? 


(139) | 

Goſpel? hath not the Lord made the 
contemptible and baſe before all the pe 
ple ; yea, where ſhall a man come a 
have any diſcourſe about them, but th 
molt parr, if not all; doth generally co 
clude they are covetous, vile, proud an 
profane perſons, Oppreſſors, Drunkara fl ( 
Men-pleaſers, Time-ſervers , Turn-coatfl & 
Heady and Bigh-minded, lovers of pleaſunſh 1 
and filty lucre more they of God, havin « 
Form of Goalineſs, but denying the Pon { 
but their folly ſhall be, (andis) wade mM « 
nifeſt, it ſhall proceed no further, ſaid thi x 
Apoſlle. 
| 

| 


May not I fay the Merchaats of this ll 
Age hath exceeded all chat ever wentbe 
fore them, they can tradeon thoſe days | 
called their Sabboths, or Lords-dayes, ani | 
prohibit all others from either tradingaÞ 
labouring in their laiyfull and honeſt vor 
tions (bur if they'll Play, Vrink, Rev F 
Swear, and be Profane, there they m| 
have liberty enough) on thoſe dayes? Al- 
ſo, whether any have need of their Mer 
chandice or not, or will come aftd Trad 
with them or not } or will take any 
their Commodities from them or Not: 
yet they have a Law, and by that La 
compte. 
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compel them to pay, and that even their 
own rates what they demand ; and-if any 
I refuſe, then they'}l - menace and thunder 
out their Comminations, and Excommus 

nications, and ſome they'il caſt in Priſon, 
it may bay death, and yer cloke them- 
ſelves over with the name of Goſpel Mini- 
ot ters, and plead innocency, and fay ics the 
ſme Law that requires it, and binds men to be 
"78 ſfubjeR to Eccleſiaſtical Cannons and Cen- 
If fures3 now, wherein doch their 1nnoccn- 
"KF cy appear, unleſs in putting a white Coat 
il above a black one, a Popilh dreſs ? and 
if the Figure be true, they are but out. 

all fide Phariſees, appearing white and clean 
withour, and that in apparel only : Yea, 
JOE 1 may fay they are as expert wiſe Marrie 
and — ners (in chat Babiloniſh widom) as ever 
BU Trafficked or Sailed upon the Waters of 
as the Great Whore, they can Sail wich any 
Wag Wind that blows within the Circuit of 
01 Babylons Coaſts ; but thac Prophehie comes 
AF to be fulfilled upon them, Evil men and 
ny Seducers ſhall 'wax worſe and worſe, decei- 
ving, and being deceived, Cc, Bur bleſſed 
off be the Lord the Day is dawned that des 
8 clares them, and the Light that makes 
"Sg them manifeſt, with their all Abominacions, 
Pe! | 2 and 


I 32 
3nd the Son is appeared that will diſperſy 
' ther as the morning miſt, ſo that. their 
Skirts ſhall be uncovered, and their naked: 
neſs ſhall be laid open, and their viſage 
ſhall be no more vailed, for gh&Fudgmen; 
of the Great Whore is come and coming, 
wherein all her Merchants ſhalFreep and 
mourn, becauſe no man buyeth their Mer 
chandice any more. 

So this Mite of my Teſtimony I have caſt 
in, being but a Mice indeed in compariſon 
of the many weighty,praiſe-worthy works, 
given forth by many of the dear and faith- 
tull Servants of God apon this very Sub- 
zect in this very Age, from the breakings 


forth of the glorious Light in them re- F 
vealed and made known ; And for the Þ 
clearing my Conſcience in the ſight of 


the Lord , I refer this to publick view, 
and give this Teſtimony to my Country- 
men and Acquaintance, or any Others 
that yet ſee not the diflerence berween us 
and the Prieſts in this very point; and 
partly for ſatisfying or {ilencing of others, 
eſpecially che People of the Independants, 
or Congregationai Church at delmerty, 
{ſo called) who though ( as I bave faid 
before ) they ance made the non pay* 
Ment 
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ment of Tythes an Article of their Judg.- 
ment; yer have of late (| ſince I became 
a Sufferer for them) whiiperingly or clan- 
deftinely condemned me in ſecret more 
then mimywt not all) others that have 
leſs profeſſion, and ſeem more profane, 
rendring fe fooliſh, and unwiſe to ſuffer 
ſo much, and ſo long ſor ſuch a crivial, 
external, tempory matter, as they call it ; 
but tome it was and is no {mall matter, 
being to the contrary perſwaded in my 
Conſcience, and knowing by good ex- 
pertence, and aſſured Teſtimonies, that I 
muſt ſtand or fall by obedience or diſo- 
bedience to the maniteſtation of the Lords 


! precious Gifc and Light in my own Soul 
} and Conſcience; I therefore value not 
| the Judgment of any Man, or People, (be- 
| ing from the Light, the Line of I rue 


Tudgment, and Rule of Life to me) and 


{ to be. accounted a Fool is no new nor 
| ftrange thing, for a Fool I am to their 
| wiſdom, as was the,Food and prectous 


Servants of God in Ages paſt, For the 


| IV iſaom of God is focliſhweſs with men ; and 


caſting things upon me behind my back, be» 
comes them not, it were more Chriſtian- 
ly for them to admoniſh, or in{tru& me 
I 3 face 
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tace to face, and- to give me their agvicvit 
and reaſons in matters' Of this nature 
wiichit 1 found <0 be more wetghty,ſound 
and agreeable ro the Witneſs of God it 
my Conſcience, I ſhould be very ready, 
wiiling and glad to receive them, and be 
informed by them3 1 am neither ſo fait 
remote, nor ſo much a Stranger to them ſl ev 
(though my Principle may) but this way fy 
they cauſe not, buc "makes war and fights th 
as men that beat the Air hiddenly, or afirſÞ fi 
oft, lighting and contemning my Princi-ſf k 
ple, ard me tur its ſake, above moſt off « 
People, as th: ugh 1 had been noyſonousÞ} y 
1nd infeRious where I came, prohibiting ſl k 

k 

| 

( 


{ome of their Society, (and Members (o 
called) to have any fellowſhip or conver: 
with me, or to receive either Books or 
Papers from me, or come where I was; 
and one of their leading Teachers (G. 

N ichlſon by name) denied to make good 
their own Principles and Tenents, held 
torch in their own defence aoainit us; 
and alſo to make good ſeveral contume- 
lious aſpertions catt upon us (in my hear- 
112) by him and others; and alſo denied 
ro give an accourt of his faith and hope 
To Chriſ Teſus, ſaying, It was 1m GON 
with 
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vith ſeveral ſuch like matters which I 
ſhall wow omit ; and yet - theſe People will 
be lighting and villifying us in ſecret; in- 
deed we have much more cauſe to have 
di-eſteemed them and their Principles, 
having more knowledge of both them and 


Fit, when we were amongſt them , then 


ever they had of us or oursz and in vili- 
fying our Principles: they ſpeak evil of 
things they underſtand nor, being a 1 rea- 
ſure whoſe worth. and value they never 
knew, the myſtery whereof is hid and ſeal» 
ed from thar ſtate and nature they live in 
we have known theirs, but they never 
knew ours; yea, for my own part | can 
truely ſay in the Light and Preſence of the 
Lord, thac I had more love and. affe&ion 
in my heart for thoſe people, then any 
other Profeſſhon that was from the Light ; 
yea, many a time I could have mourned 
in ſecret, & been willing to have undergone 
great hardſhip that they might have been 
won and gained to the Lord; yea, I could, 
as it were, have plucked ther out of the 
fire many a time3 other times my ſpirit 
hath been weighed and burchened, yea, 
filled with indignation againſt ſome of 
chem that were Elders, Teachers and 
I 4 Leaders 
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- Leaders that cauſed the reſt to err, why 
like the Phariſees of old , have ſ>ut th 
Kingdom of God, aSit were 5, but 1 am ſure 
they have drawn backward and hindre( 
the Work of the Lord ,- both in them. 
ſelves and others ; for they wowuld neithy 
enter themſelves, nor ſuffer theſe that wouls 
but have made war egainft the Light in 
chemſelves and others ; and I teftifie they 
are Strangers to the Covenant of Pro- 
miſe, Chriſt Jeſus the Light, the New and 
Living Way, who is. the Light of the 
World, Fohs 8. 13. Who us in the World, 
ana the World knows him not, and lighteth 


every man that comes into the World, John 1. 
' 4,5, 6,7,8, 9. unto whom fohn came to i i 


bear witneſs, and yet how few will be- 


lieve? how few doth receive Fohy's Teſti- Þ 


mony, though he was ſent from God to 
bear witneſs of the Light? and all bold 
Zobn as a Prophet ; alſo, how few dore- 
ceive Chriſts own Exhortation, who ſaid, 
I) bile yow have the Light believe #n the 
Light, that you may be Children of the 
Isght, John 12. 36. no marvel if they 
receive not ours? may it not well be ſaid 
unto them, Behold ye Diſpiſers and wonder, 
{ will work a Wok, un your day, which 
thougs 


(137) 
who Wough a man declare it unto you, yet will 
the hos in 19 wiſe believe, AAs 13. 41. [Mark] 
urefre Deſpiſers that deſpiſe the Light; ac- 


Ired 
OM. 
they 
11s 


ounting it as as a thing of nought, (cal 
Jing ic Natural, or Dtabolical, or art unho+ 
ly thing ) elteeming it too mean a meat 
for your ſtuffed up {tomacks, and cannot 
yet be digeſted by you 3 what better Te- 


fimony would you have ? would you 
'0- Wl have one ariſe from the dead? here's 7h» 
nd a man ſent from God, and here's Chriſt Je- 
be W us which roſe from the dead, which death 
4, Fl could not hold 3 alſo we have the Teſti 
th MW mony of the Spirit of Truth, and having 


| received thu Teftimony, we have the Witneſs * 


0 Þ in our ſelves, and can ſet toour Seals that 
e- If Goa #5 rrue, Joln 3. 35. and that there 1s 
- © no other way tothe Father, but by Chrilt 
0 Þ Jeſus che Lighr, which is the Life _ Blood 
! Þ of the everlaſting Covenant, though ma- 


| ny ſer it at noughe, and will not ſtoop to 
| ſo {mall a thing, yet all che Powers of Dark- 
| neſs cannot comprehend it, it will break 
| thorow them all ro your condemnation 
| that are diſobedient ; ard for proof there- 
| of appeal to every of your Conſciences 


in the fight of God, and ler the Light 
therein, "which abideth in you, which 
ts 


-— 
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© Truth and m0 Lye, John:2 27, k 
it declare for me whether. any - of ya 
can hide you from it ; If yow take th 
Wings of the Morning ( avs David (aid) 
and fly into the uttermoſt parts of the Earth 
it will find you owt ; do what you will 
will declare the. nature of your deeds; 
when you doevilac home or abroad, never 
ſo ſecretly, when no man ſees, it will cor- 
demn you, and when you do well it will Þ 
juſtifie, and you will feel peace and joy 
in that work ; it will tell you all that ever 7 
you did, as the woman of Samara faid Wh © 
Is not this the Chriſt, come and ſee ; tha 
they came and ſaw and believed alſo, not Wl \ 
becauſe of her words, but by what the I 7 
heard from him themſelves, ſaying, the IM ( 
knew indeed that this is the very Chriſt, * 
John 4. 42. So be intreated (as a mat Þ / 
would intreat his Friend whom he loverh) Þ - 
to come with the Samaritans, and fee whe Þ | 
ther it be not ſo as we have ſaid ; ſhe wa 
but one, and that a woman, yet they came iſ 
forth with her to ſee if ic was be, anditÞ. 
was he, and they believed ; but we are 
many Witnefles, and teſtifhe what we have 
heard, and ſeen, and handled of him : % 
once more (I ſay) be intreated to gr 

an 


. k 


you 
e th 
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nd ſee ; not to come forth afcgg us,and fol- 
ow us, as he ſaid, Luke 17. 21, 23. but 
to turn in your minds (I mean) to the 
Light of Chriſt Jefus in your own hearts, 
or the Kingdom of Heaven is within you, 
and. there hearken to him that is the Light 
of the World; (Mark, the World is (et 
in mans heart, Eceleſ. 3. 11.) and when 
you have heard and obeyed, (for that is 
believing indeed) I queftion not but you 
will be ready to ſay with the Samaritans, 
That Je hnow that he i tnaced the very 
Chriſt. So put not off by delays, bur 
while the Lord calls do you anſwer, and 
while he ſeeks be you gathered, Prov. 1, 
24, 26+ yea, while the Light and Love of 
Goa ts with youbelieve mit, receive it, aud 
walk in its fer darkneſs comes when no man 
ſhall walk or work, Job.22.35,36, And the 
Light of the wicked ſhall be put ont, and 
the Spark of hu fire ſþall be quenchea, Job. 
18. 5, 6. T hen (hall his Wrath and Fury 
increaſe, which will torment the Conſcience 
for every where they faall feel the Worms that 
dies not, and the F ire that never goes ont > 
then Sorrow, Mourning and litter Lamen« 
tation ſhall fall upon them; then may they 
cry to the Mountains {all on us, and to the 


Hills 
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Hills to cover 5; even they (TI mean) thy 
lighted their day of cheir Viſitation, an 
bate to be reformed; For behold the day 
come that ſhall burn as an Oven, whereindl 
the prod, and all that do wickedly ſhall 
as ſtmbble 5, the day that cometh ſhall bun 


them up, and fall leave them neither Ru 


»or Branch , but to them that fear my Namy, 
{asth the Lord, ſhall the Sun of Righteonſni|, 
ari/e with healing in hs Wings, and the 
ſhall go forth aud grow as Galves in the ſtall; 
and they ſhall tread down the wicked; yea, tit 
wickea (hall be as Aſhes under the ſoles of thei 
feet, inthat day when [ ſhall d1 this ſaith th 
Lord: he that can believe it let him. 

This 15 my Teftimony given forth 1n the 
ſame Love wherewich the Lord my God 
- hath loved me, not deliring to eat my 
morſe! alone,nor yet to conceal the loving- 
kindneſs of the Lord, (which is be!ld forth 
freely unto all) of which I am made a par- 
taker, according to the meaſure of that 
Grace and Love received in Chriſt Jeſus, 
who would not that any ſhould periſh, 
bur that all men might come to the know- 
ledge of the Truth and be ſaved; who was 
the Firſt-fruits of Righteouſneſs, leaving 
usan Example to follow his Rteps : So de- 
firing 
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ha Wiring that all might come to partake of 
indWhe ſame Grace with us, and walk in the 
0:Wzme Light with us, where there is no oc- 
al W:fioo of ſtumbling 3 and come todrink of 
he ſame Living Water with us, which who- 
cever drinketh thereof ſhall never Qhirſt 
zpain, butis ſatisfied for ever; this nong 
cnows ſave they that drink thereof, and 
bey are but a few- 

Having, for the Reaſons aforeſaid, com- 
mitted this to publick view, its now other 
mens (45 well as mine) to judge of, and 
no doubt may be by ſome oppeled, as wel) 
25 by others approved, I therefore defire 
the diſcreet Reader (having ſoberly and 
« Wpiouſly pondered this ſhort Treatiſe, in the 
d Wfear of the Lord) not raſhly to aſperſe 
y either me or it behind my back, thereby 
"Fro make my Principle or Teltimony 
1 W odious in the eyes of ſuch as are weak 
* Hand unſtable in Judgment, but rather 
© (having any thing to obje@ againit the 
\  Truch of any particular herein) to make 
; known their Objeftions to me, either 
"by word or writing, and I ſhall be ve- 
ry willing ro be Chriſtianly informed, , 
or elſe to give a Chriſtian information, 
and ſober Reply for their fatisfaRtion, and 
for 
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for the clearing and vindicating of eve 
particular herein, according to that 
lent of knowledge that is given me toix 
prove ; and this I hope will be 
granted by ſuch as is willing to do vl 
ro me as they would have me (or oth 
to do unto them, which is accordiog i 
.both Law and Prophets. | 


Gven forth about 
tbe 6th Moneth, Tho. Carletott 
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